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Cohesion Policy Objectives

}Cohesion Policy represents ӎof the EU budget:

} 62% of which was envisaged to be linked to the Lisbon

Agenda/EU 2020 objectives for growth and employment;

} With ERDF contributing through investments in infrastructure,

and the development of measures to support regional and local

development;

} Whilst the Cohesion Fund contributes towards the Lisbon

Agenda/EU 2020 objectives by providing investment in the areas

of trans-European transport networks and the environment.



Lisbon / EU 2020 Objectives

}The objective is to:

} Make the EU more dynamic with a competitive knowledge-based

economy, capable of sustainable and inclusive economic growth;

} Create more and better jobs;

} Boost productivity;

} Create greater social cohesion; and

} Respect the environment.

}OP Iôscontribution to earmarking added up to ú287.4

million, 39.4% of the OP Community share or 34.3% of

the NSRFôsallocation.



Lisbon / EU 2020 Objectives

}The areas prioritised under the 2007-2013 OPs focused

on those sectors that contribute to:

} Economic performance;

} Employment and education;

} Research, Development and Innovation;

} Infrastructure related to transport, cultural landscape, waste

regeneration and reduction in climate change.



Overview of EU 2020 Targets                                          

in relation to Malta
Europe 2020 Targets (Related 

to ERDF and CF)
Malta Targets till 2020 Malta Stand in 2007

Malta Achievements 

till 2015

Employment Rate (in %) 70% 58.6% 67.8%

Research and Development 

(in % of GDP)
2% 0.55%

0.77%

Emissions Reduction 

Targets (compared to 2005 

levels)

5% 8.52%
7.80% (latest figure 

available in 2014)

Renewable Energy (in % of 

gross final energy

consumption)

10% 0.2% 5%

Energy Efficiency 0.825% 1.0% 0.8%

Early School Leaving Rate 

(in %)
10% 30.2% 19.8%

Reduction of population at 

risk of poverty or

social exclusion (in number 

of persons)

6,560
79 

94

Tertiary Education (in %) 33% 20.8% 27.8%



Linking EU2020 Targets to OPI

} Employment Rate: OPI has created 3,172 direct jobs. This figure excludes

the indirect jobs created as a ripple effect of the interventions, as well as the

number of jobs sustained through Aid Schemes, and in particular JEREMIE.

} Research and Development: PA1 supports Maltaôsefforts in becoming a

knowledge-based competitive economy, through the creation of various R&D

facilities.

} Emissions Reduction Targets: PA4, PA5, and PA6 contribute towards the

reduction of CO2 emissions through the promotion of RES and EE, sewage

and waste treatment, as well as the promotion of modal transport shift. Other

PAs contribute in an indirect manner.

} Renewable Energy: PA4 aims to strengthen Maltaôsmitigation & adaption

measures in response to climate change as well as measures intended to

ensure the best and efficient use of available resources.

} Early School Leaving Rate and Tertiary Education: PA6 focuses on

equity and access to excellent quality educational services through the

building / expansion and upgrading of the current state school system. This

is considered important not just from a quality of life point of view but also in

view of Maltaôsgoal to become a knowledge-based competitive economy.



EU 2020 & OPI Impact indicators

Overall measure of OP - Impact Indicator achievements

Impact Indicators

Indicators OP Target Achievement PA1 PA 2 PA 3 PA 4 PA 5 PA 6

% Increase in RTDiexpenditure as 

a percentage of GDP
0.85 0.73%* V V

% Increase of earnings from 

tourism
1 7.57%* V

% Increase of manufactured 

export earnings
2.70% 2.70% V V V V V V

Number of direct jobs 

created(FTEs)
1400 3172 V

Transport weighted average 75% increase 141% increase V V

Environment weighted average 450% increase 430% increase V

Quality of Life Weighted Average 50% increase 304.40% V

CO2 equivalent emissions

Low carbon with 

the ultimate aim 

of achieving 

carbon neutrality

138,828 tonnes 

of CO2

V V V V V V



www.investinginyourfuture.gov.mt

OPI Operational Objectives

The EU2020 targets were set to be achieved through:

Objective 1 ï óSustaininga Growing Knowledge based

Competitive Economyôcontributing towards the implementation

of:

} PA 1 - Enhancing Knowledge and Innovation

} PA 2 - Promoting Sustainable Tourism

Objective 2 ïóImprovingMaltaôsAttractiveness and the

Quality of Lifeôcontributing towards the execution of:

} PA 3 - Developing the TEN-T

} PA 4 - Climate Change and Resource Efficiency

} PA 5 - Safeguarding the Environment and Risk Prevention

} PA 6 - Urban Regeneration and Improving the Quality of Life.



Investment Undertaken 

under OPI

To achieve these objectives, Malta was allocated:

û856M 
under 

Cohesion 

Policy

û522M 
ERDF

û334M   
CF

125 mainstream 

projects

1,182 operations 

implemented by 

the private sector



Areas of Intervention

The OP objectives have been achieved through investment in:

Enterprise 
Support

Tourism

Energy and 
Water Sector

Transport 
Networks

RTDi

Environmental 
Sustainability

Urban 
Regeneration

Education, 
Social & Health 
Infrastructure

E-Society

Risk Prevention
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Priority Axis 1: Enhancing Knowledge 

and Innovation



PA 1 contribution to 

EU2020 Targets

} Employment Rate: PA 1 has created 1,938 direct jobs that is

61% of the total achievement of the OP.

} Research and Development: The investment in the various

labs and research infrastructure has led to 31 RTDi projects.

} Early School Leaving Rate and Tertiary Education: An

increase of 37.81% of students taking up S&T related studies

at the Vocational/Higher education levels.

} Emissions Reduction Targets & Renewable Energy: In line

with the horizontal priority obligations of carbon neutrality, PA 1

projects have also contributed in an indirect manner towards

this target.



PA 1 - Projects and Allocation

PA Allocation:ú120,000,000

6 Grant Schemes Aid to Enterprise ú11.2M

JEREMIE ú12M
Financial 

Instrument

Enterprise 

Infrastructure5 projects ú44.5M

Committed/Verified Amount:

ú113,321,509.05

RTDi & RTDi

related 

infrastructure
17 Projects ú46.1M



Enterprise Infrastructure

} Investment in enterprise infrastructure focused on 5 significant

projects with a total value ofú44.5M.

} Attracting investment, both of an indigenous nature and foreign.

} Creating 1,729 new jobs ranging from lower level positions to high-

value jobs.

} Inclusion of family-friendly measures through 135 child-care places

in 3 child-care centres in both Malta and Gozo

} Investing in RES and Energy Efficiency measures.



Enterprise Infrastructure 

}The increase of foreign direct investment was mainly

attained through the setting up of the Bio-Malta Life

Sciences Centre, Digital Gaming Hub & Safi Aviation

Park.

} The Life Sciences Centre houses 29 entities, of which 16 are

Start-up enterprises.

} The focus of 15 such entities is on new products and processes

whilst 14 others focus on market penetration.

} 7 of these entities are already participating in networking activities

and this number is expected to increase over the years;

} 250 new jobs were created.



Enterprise Infrastructure 

}Complementing the Life Sciences Centre was the

development of the Digital Hub which caters exclusively

towards new enterprises working in the digital sector .

} The Digital Hub houses 10 entities, out of which 1 is a Start-up

whilst 2 entities focus on new products and processes and 1 is a

network membersôcollaborator.

} 183 jobs were created.



Enterprise Infrastructure

}Another significant contributor to foreign direct

investment was the Setting up of an Aviation Cluster

which provides improved operations through a direct link

to the airportôsgeneral infrastructure:

} Out of the 3 expected tenants at the Safi Aviation Park, 2 are

already in place whilst discussions are ongoing for the addition of

the third tenant;

} Offers a number of opportunities for high added-value jobs on the

island, with 7 new jobs already created;

} Also provides the opportunity for students to engage in on-the-job

training.



} JEREMIE in Malta was undertaken in order to address market

gaps in terms of SME access to finance by injecting ú12M of

ERDF funding, resulting in a portfolio of ú62.5M for a total

investment which exceeded ú100M.

} A total of 654 private enterprises benefitted under this

instrument, with 49 enterprises coming from Gozo.

} In terms of sectoral impact, the top three sectors benefitting

mostly from JEREMIE were the retail trade (23%), food,

beverage and accommodation (20%) and wholesale trade

(8%).

JEREMIE ïJoint European 

Resources for Micro to Medium 

Enterprises



}From an analysis undertaken by the MA in order to

determine the impact of JEREMIE in Malta on a sample of

40% of Maltese SMEs, it results that:

}Where an increase in employment was registered, this

averaged at 2FTEs per SME;

} Increase in value of assets by circaú312,000;

} Increase in value of turnover by an average ofú379,000.

JEREMIE ïJoint European 

Resources for Micro to Medium 

Enterprises



A total of 15 projects with a value of ú31.9M implemented by the 

University of Malta resulted in:

} Investment in a number of different Faculties: Faculty of Science,

Engineering, Medicine and the ICT with partnerships amongst

different departments;

} Opportunity for lecturers & tutors to work in a dedicated environment

with researchers, directly benefitting from lab facilities with cutting

edge equipment;

} Increase of 37.81% in students                                                               

taking up science and technology                                                             

subjects.

Investment in RTDi & RTDi

related infrastructure



} Creating 46 direct jobs, with the further potential of empowering people

in obtaining more challenging jobs & job satisfaction;

} Strengthening of R&D capacity building in ICT, research infrastructure

and human resources;

} Introducing cooperation programs with Malta Enterprise & the Queen

Mary University, London & BartôsSchool of Medicine;

} Creating a focal point for collaboration between academic and industry

collaboration, a technology transfer entity, a platform for international

project partnerships and a conduit for promoting and ''humanising'' ICT

in Maltese society.

Investment in RTDi & RTDi

related infrastructure



} Since the National Interactive Science Centre (NISC) opened its

doors to the public in October 2016, the NISC attracted 63,202

visitors, of which 32,493 were students and children.

} Complementing what is taught at schools but in an informal setting, it

attracts more children & students by changing their perception about

science, consequently increasing the uptake of science-related

studies at Secondary and Post-secondary levels;

} Teaching experience with a difference through interactive and inquiry-

based learning, thus contributing towards innovation in the Maltese

Education System;

Investment in RTDi & RTDi

related infrastructure



} The NISC serves as a research infrastructure by offering a

research-base set-up in the form of a live lab, where research

in the fields of Social Science and Humanities can be carried

out.

Investment in RTDi & RTDi

related infrastructure



} This projectôsreach-out has gone beyond that established at its

inception, with activities held and planned at community and

educational levels.

} Educational shows are being organised the Esplora science museum

has also hosted exhibitions and competitions under the FameLab and

Sparks projects, two activities which bode well for future

collaborations of the same scope.

Investment in RTDi & RTDi

related infrastructure



Aid Schemes for private investors

6 Aid 

Schemes

233 

Beneficiaries

(16 from 

Gozo)

ú11.2M 

Public Eligible 

+

ú17.8M 

Private Share

124 jobs 

created



Aid Schemes to enterprise

6 Aid schemes aimed at the private sector through which 233 enterprises

benefitted in the following areas:

} Small Start-up Grant Scheme

} 20 private enterprises benefitting with the creation of 72 direct jobs & a

total investment of almost ú3.8M.

} Innovation Actions (Innovation & Environment) Grant Schemes

} 79 private enterprises benefitting with a total investment induced of

almost ú12.8M, focusing on eco-innovation products and processes

that contribute to environmental sustainability

} e-Business Development Grant Scheme

} 59 private enterprises were assisted with a total investment induced

through grants totalling ú4.3M, with interventions mainly aimed to

increase the uptake of ICT within private enterprises to increase

Maltaôscompetitive advantage.



Aid Schemes to enterprise

}Research and Development Grant Scheme

} 16 private enterprises were assisted with the total

investment induced through grants totalling ú4.1M, providing

support in relation to RTD activities and entrepreneurship.

} International Competitiveness Grant Scheme

} 59 private enterprises were assisted with the total private

investment induced through grants totalling almost ú4.1M,

and the creation of 52 direct jobs, in initiatives which explore

the international market by the promotion of new products

and services in international fairs and similar fora.



PA 1 

Achievement - Output Indicators 

Indicator Target Achievement 

No. of new/upgraded 

industrial zone projects by 

the end of 2015

7 7

No. of RTD projects (core 

indicator)
28 31

No. of new/modernized 

specialized learning 

facilities 

constructed/refurbished 

22 33

No. of SMEs benefitting 

from JEREMIE Financial 

Instrument

600 654



PA 1

Achievement - Output Indicators 

Indicator Target Achievement

No. of projects (direct 

investment aid to SME)
270 233

No. of enterprises 

assisted (Non-SMEs)
4 3



PA 1

Achievement - Result Indicators 

Indicator Target Achievement 

No. of SMEs launching 

new or improved product or 

processes 

40 83

No. of SMEs improving 

their use of ICT for e-

business 

49 59

No. of SMEs improving 

their market penetration 

efforts

55 106

No. of SMEs assisted in 

environmentally sensitive 

technologies, operating 

systems and processes

15 20

No. of start-up businesses 

supported (core indicator) 
20 37



PA 1

Achievement - Result Indicators

*This indicator still needs to be calculated within 1 year from the opening of the National Interactive Science 

Centre.

Indicator Target Achievement

No. of new enterprises (local and 

foreign)/expansions in sites upgraded
25 140

No. of enterprises involved in networking 

and new collaboration with other 

businesses and academia 

30 52

% increase of students taking up S&T 

related studies at the Vocational/Higher 

education levels at targeted intervention 

Institutions

45 37.81

% increase of students registrations of 

S&T related studies at Secondary level 

by 2015

10 -*

Investment induced through JEREMIE 

Financial Instrument
ú51.5m ú62.3m



Priority Axis 2: Promoting 

Sustainable Tourism



PA 2 ï

Contribution to EU 2020 Targets

}Employment Rate: PA 2 has created 631 direct jobs i.e.

19.8% of the total achievement of the OP.

}Emissions Reduction Targets & Renewable Energy: In

line with the horizontal priority obligation of carbon

neutrality, PA 2 projects have also contributed in an

indirect manner towards this target.



PA 2 ïProjects and Allocation

PA Allocation ú120,000,000

11 Projects Government Entities ú112M

5 Projects NGOs ú3.8M

7 Projects

Committed/Verified Amount: ú127,292,622.51

Local Councils ú3.9M

1 Grant 

Scheme
Tourism Operations ú7.4M



}The tourism sector has a pivotal role in the Maltese

economy; latest data shows that 14.7% of the GDP was

directly attributable to tourism.

}Structural Funds have played an important part in

addressing market failures in this sector by reducing

seasonality through:

} the diversification of the tourism product; and

} the maximisation of the environmental & socio-cultural

resources of the islands.

}Statistics show that 35.4% of tourists visiting Malta in 2015
came primarily but not only for socio-cultural purposes and
whilst in 2007, 14% of the tourists rated their experience
as being below expectations, in 2015 this percentage
decreased to 7.4%.

PA 2 ïTourism Dimension



47%

21%

41, 32%

Preservation of natural and cultural heritage: ú59.5M

Development & improvement of cultural infrastructure: ú26M

Other assistance to improve touristic service: ú41M

Areas of Intervention - PA 2



}Although public-private partnerships are infrequent in
culture and tourism through Member States, they are often
encouraged as was the case for the Malta National
Aquarium.

}The aquarium not only provides visitors with information on
the various marine characteristics and species, but also
serves as a research and conservation centre which
focuses on local endemic endangered marine and fresh
water species.

Other Assistance to Improve 

Touristic Services



In Malta, heritage assets are found in every town and village
and Local Councils & Voluntary Organisations have also
contributed towards improving Maltaôstourism product in this
respect, through:

}7 operations carried out by Local Councils with a value of
ú3.9M; and

}6 operations carried out by Voluntary organisations with a
value of ú3.8M.

Other assistance to improve 

touristic services 



Aid Schemes for private investors

1 Aid 

Schemes

111 

Beneficiaries

(22 from 

Gozo)

ú7.4M 

Public Eligible 

+

ú12.2M 

Private Share

513 jobs 

created



Priority Axis 2 

Achievement ïOutput Indicators

Indicator Target Achievement

No. of assisted tourism and 

cultural projects (core 

indicator)

20 23

No. of projects implemented 

by enterprises 
110 111

No. of marketing measures 

to penetrate/develop 

new/established niche 

markets

2 2

Surface area of rampart 

elevation plan restored (m²)
150,000 193,997



Priority Axis 2 

Achievement ïResult Indicators

Indicator Target Achievement

% overall increase in the 

number of paying visitors 

at upgraded sites

4 5.6

% of total tourists visiting 

upgraded cultural sites 
14 69.4

% average increase in 

tourist departures for the 

established niche 

segments 

3 7.17

No. of enterprises 

adopting new products 

and processes

90 85



Priority Axis 3: Developing the TEN-T



PA 3 contribution to 

EU2020 Targets

}Employment Rate: PA 3 has contributed indirectly to the

increase in employment rate as a result of the

optimization of connectivity, reduction in journey times

and the subsequent increase in competitiveness.

}Emissions Reduction Targets & Renewable Energy:

In line with the horizontal priority obligations of carbon

neutrality, PA 3 projects have also contributed in an

indirect manner towards this target.



PA 3 ïProjects and Allocation

PA Allocation ú123,000,000

5 Projects Government Entities ú120.8M

Committed/Verified Amount: ú120,807,082.71



PA 3 - Achievements

These projects enhanced the backbone of road transport infrastructure,

thus improving the islandsôcompetitiveness and quality of life of

citizens and visitors.

Roads - Improvement of the TEN-T Road Infrastructure

Phase I and II

Marfa Road,                                         

ǘirkewwa

Phase I: Marsa underpass 

and DiǙembru13 Road



PA 3 - Achievements

Roads - Improvement of the TEN-T Road Infrastructure

Phase I and II

} Enhanced direct accessibility: better movement of goods

entering and exiting the port of Valletta;

}Movement of tourists facilitated by means of strategic

connectivity - linking the airport and the cruise liner terminal

with the touristic centres in Malta and Gozo;

} Improved roadside pedestrian environment: roads made more

suitable for individuals engaging in daily physical exercise.



PA 3 - Achievements

Maritime Interventions

} Improved service for all passenger and cargo traffic facilitated

the unlocking of business potential;

} Sustained long-term safety and harbouring of ships and of all

port related activities.

Sea Passengers Terminal Valletta Breakwater



PA 3 - Achievements

Maritime Interventions - ǘirkewwaterminal

} Facilitated the transfer of tourists to Gozo, who are vital to its

economy;

} Enhanced the accessibility between the two islands by

providing a better service to citizens, visitors and the business

community alike.

ǘirkewwa Terminal



PA 3 - Achievements

Maritime Interventions - ǘirkewwaterminal

} Trips to Gozo in 2016 increased by 2,690 or 13.6% compared to

2007;

} The number of passengers went up by 1,337,889 or 35%;

} Vehicle movements increased by 445,960 or 44%.
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PA 3 - Achievements

The two main ports of Malta are:

Valletta Grand Harbour, which in 2015* registered:

} 678,270 cruise passengers and 324 cruise liner calls

} 80,890 cargo trailers;

} 3 container vessels.

Marsaxlokk Freeport, which in 2015* registered:

} 3,064,005 cargo trailers;

} 2,127 container vessels.

Total port traffic amounted to 11,945 ship calls, with

237,935,156 grt (gross register tonnage).

* as per available Transport Malta statistics

Maritime interventions - Ports



PA 3 - Achievements

Maritime interventions ïPorts

Hence, interventions in both ports were

crucial:

} Since Maltaôsinternal and external trade

depends upon maritime freight and the

increasing importance of passenger

transport by sea.

} In order to strengthen Maltaôsconnectivity

to the European motorways of the sea.

} In order to sustain traffic volumes, as well

as transhipment of cargo and cruise-

lining activities.

Marsaxlokk Breakwater 

Valletta Breakwater 



PA 3 ï

Achievement ïOutput Indicators 

Output Indicator Target Achievement

Kmsof road upgraded (core indicator) 20 19.8

Sqm of new/refurbishedinfrastructure 57,889 92,479

Construction of new sea passenger terminal 1 1



PA 3 ï

Achievement ïResult Indicators

Result Indicator Target Achievement

% increase in sea passengers per annum 15% 5.8%

% increase in cargoper annum 2% 12.8%*

Perceivedoverall experience of transport 

operators/users
4 4

Reduction in journey time (minutes) -10 -12.92

% reduction in traffic accidents in the areas 

of intervention
10 7.25**

*   This value is the average taken between 2010 and 2016.

** Studies on some projects are still ongoing.



Priority Axis 4: Climate Change 

and Resource Efficiency



PA 4 - EU 2020 targets for Malta

Malta % to 

contribution
Target

Renewable energy (in % of 

gross final energy 

consumption)

10% 589.9GwH

Energy Efficiency 27% 264,282 toe

Emissions reductions target 

compared to 2005 levels 
5% 1,156,428 toe



PA 4 - Projects and Allocation

PA Allocation: û79,000,000.00

1 Grant Scheme Energy Efficiency û10.1M

37 Projects û54.2MEnergy Efficiency

Resource 

Efficiency5 Projects û9.9M

Committed/Verified Amount: û74,187,817.06



Results on the ground

As a result of the projects under PA 4, the contribution to

the national target for primary energy savings by 2020 is as

follows:

EU 2020 target 

for Malta

Reduction in CO 2 as a 

result of PA 4 projects

Percentage

Contribution

264,282toe 4,544toe 1.7%



Results on the ground

Projects implemented under PA 4 have greatly contributed

to the EU 2020 energy targets for Malta and have played

an important role in the increase of MaltaôsRES

generation:

2010 54.54 GWH

2015 294.94 GWH



Results on the ground 

PA 4 projects have also acted as catalysts of green

energy measures and aimed to lead by example through

the use of:

Publicity Measures Awareness Campaigns

One particular project

targeted 14,000 website

users who were made

aware of this project, its

benefits and about EU

funding in general.

Over 5000 students and

800 members of staff were

provided with information

related to a project

implemented in 13

different schools, through

various publicity activities.



Results on the ground

Energy Efficiency measures in Gozo

The replacement of all roads and street lighting in Gozo by

LED luminaires resulting in:

Previous Consumption: 319.22 MWH

Current Consumption: 143.51 MWH

Savings:

175.71 MWH



Results on the ground

Energy efficiency interventions in St Vincent de Paul (SVPR)

Hospital Residence Campus & at the SiǣǣiewiPrimary School

resulting in:

Previous Consumption: 4.3 GWh

Current Consumption: 2.8 GWh

Savings:

1.8 GWh

Decrease of 

carbon-

footprint 

1.41Kt of CO2

The project also included an Awareness Campaign promoting

energy efficient measures targeting 1,650 staff members and

residents at SVPR and 300 staff members and school children at

the Siggiewi Primary School.



Studies

In view of Maltaôscontinuous commitment towards the

achievement of energy targets and the continuous effort to invest

in measures leading to cleaner and healthier environment, PA4

has also financed a number of studies, such as:

- A study related to the development of a Waste to Energy

Facility and its contribution towards the national target in the

waste and energy domain;

- Another study presenting the technical and financial solutions

for possible technologies to be adopted with the aim of

reducing the energetic resource consumption of SVPR.



Studies

- An assessment of the exploitation of naturally discharged

groundwater for the main mean sea level aquifer system in Malta

was also carried out. Potentially reducing the dependence on the

desalination of sea water will lead to lower energy requirements;

- Another study proposed a number of scenarios for the energy sector

in Malta with the aim to achieve decarbonisation including in an

assessment of the present situation as regard to the installed

capacity, power plants projects in the pipeline, demand-supply

balance and compliance with EU obligations including those related

to CO2 emissions and control of pollutants.

- Based on the results stemming from the above, the study provided

holistic methodologies, involving all sectors of the energy sector

including the Transport and Building sector.



PA 4 ïAchievements in RES Projects

Schemes 

targeting the 

Domestic 

Sector

15,523 

Households

Total 

Investment 

of ú85M

53.02Kt of 

CO2



PA 4 ïAchievements in RES

1 Grant 

Scheme for 

Private 

Enterprise

191 

Beneficiaries

(20 from 

Gozo) 

ú10.1M 

Public 

Eligible 

+ 

ú11.3M 

Private 

Share

19.7Kt of 

CO2



PA 4 ïAchievements

7 projects by 

Public Entities
22 NGOs & 

1 Local Council

ú6.1M 5.34Kt of CO2



Contribution towards NREAP targets through the installation of PVs

Beneficiary Type NREAP Target Project Contribution
Percentage 

contribution

Public Entities

278.13GWh

1.98GWh 0.7%

NGOs and LCs 2.3GWh 0.8%

Grant Scheme 7.92GWh 2.85%

Households 59.68GWh 21.5%

PA 4 ïContribution towards NREAP targets



PA 4 ïAchievement -

Output Indicators

Output Indicator Target Achievement

Number of projects dealing with Resource 

Efficiency
1-2 2

Annual penetration rate of installed PV and 

micro-wind starting in 2008 (kWp/annum)
45,000.00 47,942.43

Number of RES/Energy Efficiency schemes 2-3 3

Number of studies 4 5

Solar Water Heaters ðm2 installed 1,500.00 1,560.50

Number of RES Projects (core indicator) 30 32



PA 4 ïAchievement -

Result Indicators

Result Indicator Target Achievement

Total annual electricity generated from small 

scale PVand micro-wind installations 

(MWh/annum)

67,000.00 71,880.13*

Total energy savings per year 

(MWh/annum)
24,000.00 25,947.13*

Reduction ingreenhouse emissions (CO2 and 

equivalents, kt) (core indicator)
75.00 82.45

* This is based on the energy accumulated annually.  



Priority Axis 5: Safeguarding the Environment 

and Risk Prevention



PA 5 contribution to 

EU2020 targets

}Employment rate: PA 5 has created 135 jobs, that is

4.25% of the total achievement of the OP.

}Emissions Reduction Targets: PA 5 has contributed

directly towards the reduction of greenhouse emissions

by 13.6 kt of GHG.

}Renewable Energy: PA 5 has contributed towards the

recovery/generation of 14.28 GWhrs per annum.



PA 5

Projects and Allocation

PA Allocation: û211,288,259.00

5 Projects Solid Waste û57.4M

5 Projects û112.2M

Water and 

Waste 

Water

Flood Relief1 Project û51.7M

Committed/Verified Amount: û217,748,749.94



PA 5 - Achievements

Minimisation of waste landfilling, rehabilitation of

disused landfills & an increase in capacity for

waste treatment and recycling

} Rehabilitation of MôScala, Qortin, Magǩtab landfills

}Mechanical & Biological Treatment Plant

}Gozo Waste Transfer Facility

}Waste Separation and Collection



The rehabilitation of 3 landfills has resulted in:

50% improvement in the control of 

aerial emissions of landfill gases
A substantial reduction in 

the estimated 20 yearsô 

time-span it would have 

taken for emissions to 

reach acceptable levels
A family park in Marsaskala which 

has brought about an increase in 

touristsô overnight stays in the SE 

region of Malta by over 8% The creation of 45 jobs in 

the areas of farming, 

supervision, security, 

maintenance, cleaning 

and reception

0.37 km2 of area rehabilitated 

providing areas which are now 

visually pleasing

PA 5: Rehabilitation of MôScala, 

Qortin, Magǩtab landfills



PA 5 ïRehabilitation of landfills



PA 5 ïWaste Separation & 

Waste Treatment Plants in Malta 

& Gozo and improvement of waste 

infrastructure

New waste treatment & waste transfer plants together with improved

infrastructure allowing waste separation have resulted in:

A considerable reduction in the 

use of landfills given that over 

41,000m3 of waste per year would 

have ended up in the landfills.

85 direct jobs created 

All waste is being 

treated before being 

landfilled 

Over 9.5 GWhrs of energy saved 

p.a.



PA 5 ïMechanical & Biological 

Treatment Plant



PA 5 ïGozo Waste Treatment 

& Transfer Facility 



PA 5 - Improvement in waste                                        

water & sewage treatment

The Malta South Sewage Treatment plant together with the 3 polishing 

plants for the reclaim and reuse of water have resulted in: 

100% sewage effluent being treated 

before discharge into the sea

Reduction of Maltaôsreliance on

groundwater sources & SWRO

system for non-potable water use -

6.2M m3 water reclaimed p/a

The coastal waters reaching Class

1 status as they are no longer

contaminated with raw wastewater

discharge

Over 4.78GWhrs of energy 

saved per year 

68% less energy consumed

for the volume of water

treated

12.4 kt reduction in GHG

emissions

Improved recreational value, potential for fishing and improved quality 

of life for all citizens, particularly those living next to the previous 

marine raw wastewater discharge



PA 5 ïMalta South Sewage 

Treatment Plant 



PA 5 - Improvement of water 

quality and distribution

The introduction of reconfigured groundwater collection and

the blending system in the south of Malta have resulted in:

} of the water
Improvement in the quality of

water with the replacement of

membranes in 3 RO plants 80% treated

water is now

returned to the

network system

for re-use.

66,459 residents in the Centre

South and East South areas of

Malta have been directly positively

affected by the improvement in

water quality



PA 5 - Carbon footprint reduction

Investments addressing the carbon footprint reduction have

resulted in:

Better performance, reducing

energy requirements to convey

water through the network

system which was achieved

through the construction of

pipelines between pumping

stations and reservoirs and the

upgrading of their respective

infrastructure

A reduction in greenhouse

emissions of 1.2 kt

A reduction in the consumption

of energy required to transfer

water reducing the carbon

footprint by 1,199,042 kWh per

year



PA 5 ïRisk prevention 

Aiming to minimise the effects of storm water and reduce

the incidence of flash floods, and in order to mitigate

against the growing impact of climate change the National

Flood Relief Project has contributed to achieve:

A system of strengthened storm

water management through the

provision of a new and upgraded

drainage infrastructure in the

worst hit, low-lying areas

Positive impacts on the lives of

approx. 50,000 inhabitants

within the affected areas, whose

homes, businesses, properties

etc. have suffered damages in

the past due to flooding Re-use of 300,000 m3 of 

rainwater.



PA 5 ïNational Flood Relief 

Project



PA 5 ï

Achievement - Output Indicators 

Indicator Target Achievement

No. of waste water projects 

(including projects dealing 

with TSE)

2 3

No. of landfills rehabilitated 3 3

No. of liquid waste 

treatment plants 

constructed/upgraded

3 3

No of storm water 

management (risk 

prevention) projects

1 1

No. of waste project 3 4

No. of projects dealing with 

Resource Efficiency
1 1

No. of water projects 1 4

Annual penetration rate of 

installed RES (MW)
2.5 2.8



Priority Axis 5 ï

Achievement - Result Indicators 

Indicator Target Achievement

Landfill volume saved on an 

annual basis as at 2015 (m3)
75,000 41,415*

Total RES 

recovered/generated 

(GWhrs/annum)

17.00 14.28**

Area rehabilitated (km2) 0.415 0.385***

% decrease in natural 

sewerage effluent discharge
80 82

Status of coastal waters in 

the South of Malta (from 

Sufficient)

Excellent Excellent

M3 of increased rain water 

harvesting and re-use 

potential in catchment areas

300,000 300,000

Additional water resources 

through further treatment of 

sewage effluent

5Mm3 6.2Mm3

* Delay in implementation of a project completed in 2016, whose contribution still needs to be calculated.

** Over-estimation of target. 

*** Planned intervention not undertaken. 



Priority Axis 5 ï

Achievement - Result Indicators 

Indicator Target Achievement

% decrease in energy 

consumed for volume of 

water treated

50% 68%

Frequency of flooding within 

areas of intervention
1 every 5 years 1 every 5 years

Compliance of Reverse 

Osmosis desalination plants 

with the Drinking Water 

Quality Directive

Full Full

Power consumption 

reduction (KWhrs/annum)
600,000 1,130,949

Population affected by 

improved water networks
30,000 68,079

Population affected by 

improved waste water 

networks

1,500 1,620

Reduction greenhouse

emissions (CO2 and 

equivalent kt)

15 13.6



Priority Axis 6: Urban Regeneration and 

Improving the Quality of Life



PA 6 ïContribution to 

EU2020 Targets

} Employment Rate : PA 6 has created 443 direct jobs i.e. 32%

of the OP target through the implementation of 16 projects and

an Aid Scheme.

} Emissions Reduction Targets : PA 6 contributed towards the

reduction of CO2 emissions through the promotion of RES and

14.4% modal shift from car use to public transport use.

} Early School Leaving Rate and Tertiary Education: PA6

focuses on refurbishing and building of schools and colleges,

introducing innovative teaching techniques and decreasing the

rate of early school leavers and upgrading of ICT

infrastructure.

} Poverty and Social Exclusion : This PA addressed the need

for greater inclusion of disabled people and by upgrading and

refurbishing socially deprived areas.



PA 6 ïProjects and Allocation

PA Allocation ú191,000,000

27 Projects Government Entities ú207 M

Committed/Verified Amount: ú207,553,402.65

1 Grant 

Scheme
Child Care Scheme ú356 K



Achievement - per target Area

Focus Areas Disbursed and Certified % of total

Education, Social and 
Health-related 
infrastructure

ú136.3M 66%

Internal Mobility ú25.3M 12%

E-Accessibility ú33.7M 16%

Urban Regeneration ú7.7M 4%

Environmental Monitoring ú4.2M 2%

Total ú207.5M 100%



Social & Health Infrastructure 

} The focus on health has been to provide equity and

access to health services with particular focus in the

area of oncology.

} The ultimate aim of health projects has been to increase

longevity of patients, and, at the same time, decreasing

the burden on patients and their families when receiving

treatment.

} Health care services have been improved through the

introduction of new services and the increase in capacity

of existing ones.

} A total of ú71M has been invested in health

infrastructure.



Social & Health Infrastructure 

} Investment in social infrastructure included the extension of a

skill development centre to provide improved facilities for the

provision of training initiatives for job seekers and those

already employed wanting to improve their position in the

labour market.

} Investment in Social related infrastructure involved the

Childcare Grant scheme which aimed to:

} To bridge the gap between low female participation rate in the

labour market and the availability of affordable high quality

childcare facilities

} Encourage start-ups and increase employment opportunities

within child care provision



Social & Health Infrastructure

}By virtue of this scheme 987 childcare places and 124 full

time jobs were created.

}Both the ERDF initiatives as well as the ESF initiatives

implemented under Operational Programme II - Priority

Axis 3 - Promoting an Equal and Inclusive Labour

Market, female employment have contributed towards the

attainment of the overall 2020 national employment

target.



Social & Health Infrastructure

} Social infrastructure also supported Maltaôsefforts in

eliminating barriers that prevent the participation of disabled

persons within society and the labour market.

} This was carried out through the construction of an

independent living centre and related equipment to improve

mobility in order to improve the quality of life of disabled

people by empowering their independence.



Education

}Malta has invested in a total public eligible value of ú66.4M.

This investment has brought about the refurbishment and

construction of 16 schools and colleges coupled with

innovative teaching techniques and measures with the overall

aim of decreasing the rate of early school leavers to attain the

national target rate of 10% by 2020.

} Efforts to reduce the rate of early school leavers were

complemented by building, refurbishing and equipping

schools and post secondary institutions with science and

technology equipment.

} These above measures are also in line with the new

Government Policy which introduced the co-education system

in all colleges at secondary level (Form 1) with effect from the

scholastic year 2014-2015, accompanied with the introduction

of the middle school concept.



Education

} In order to foster an environment which promotes communication

and interactive styles of learning the supply of interactive

whiteboards and all in one PCs in classrooms both to primary and

secondary schools were introduced.

} These enabled teachers to deliver lessons in which students take a

more participative role in the classroom, making the learning

experience more engaging and aiding children to become more ICT

friendly.

} To complement the introduction of these interactive whiteboards in

classrooms, energy efficient laptops were supplied to all educators

from Kindergarten stage up to secondary school.

} In addition, network active equipment was installed in classrooms to

facilitate the use of Wi-Fi enabled devices in classrooms. This

measure will be further enhanced under the new programming period

with the overall aim of promoting reading, writing, numeracy and

digital literacy skills.



Education

} In the tertiary sector, investment was undertaken to built and upgrade

ICT infrastructure namely the University IT Services Centre. This

centre provide IT service facilities to all university students and

academic staff along with the building and provision of computer

laboratories for all, training rooms, video-conferencing facilities.

} The introduction of the one-table per child incentive as well as the

investment in the tertiary sector are in line with the Digital Malta

Strategy launched in 2014 to promote ICT skills that are fundamental

to sustain a Digital Economy.

Construction and Equipping of University Computing Services Centre Building



E-Accessibility 

} The implementation of the e-ID service enabled access to 72 new

electronic services to businesses and private citizens alike leading to a

17% increase in the use of eServices.

} This increase is correlated to a project implemented under OPII ïPA4

which aimed to increase the use of eServices. A qualitative and

quantitative research study was conducted in order to :

} Understand the negative impacts of eServices

} Use citizen feedback to help Government plan and design policies

} Identify ways to encourage citizens and business to use eServices.

} Following the study it resulted that 56% of the respondents make use of

traditional Government services while 28% make use of eGovernment

services only. It was concluded that the 2 top eServices used by the

general public were: utility bills and paying contraventions online.



Internal Mobility

} Projects addressing internal mobility mainly target the Governmentôs

land transport strategy by encouraging a modal shift, improved traffic

safety, while concurrently reducing vehicle operating costs and traffic

time.

} Malta and Gozo achieved significant improvement in road

accessibility and network: TaôPinu Road and part of Xlendi Road in

Gozo were reconstructed whilst M' Scala By-pass and Valletta Road

in Malta with a total of 4.7km were also upgraded ïfor roads feeding

into the TEN-T road network.

Reconstruction of part of Xlendi and Taô Pinu Road



Internal Mobility

} The promotion of travel behaviour change has been achieved

through the installation of a lift providing facilities for the immediate

accessibility from the port area to the heart of Valletta,

complementing the use of ferry as an alternative means to vehicular

transport.

Vertical connection: Better accessibility                  

through cleaner transport



Internal mobility

}The thrust towards the modal shift was carried out

through the investment of:

} Priority bus lanes to facilitate public transport in congested

area.

} Bus interchanges to improve accessibility for persons with

reduced mobility

} Park and Ride Facilities

} Construction of the Valletta Bus Terminus Extension in

response to the 2nd Public Transport reform which now

caters for an increase in the number of public transport

vehicles enhancing efficiency and reducing journey times.



Internal Mobility

} The implementation of Intelligent Transport Management System

(ITMS) to reduce general traffic congestion

} Publicity campaign targeted car users to make more use of public

transport.

The target of an 8% modal shift from car use to public transport use

was exceeded by 6.4% to 14.4%

MODUS: Encouraging Modal Shift in Land Transportation



} A major regeneration project with a value of ú7.6M, 10,361 residents living

on the south coast of Malta benefitted from this project.

} The refurbishment of an old dock which had been out of service for over a

quarter of a century, is now being used a ówalkabilityareaôconnecting

Vittoriosa Waterfront to Senglea Point.

Urban Regeneration

Stronger Cottonera Communities ïThe citizens to accessibility and Mobility.



Urban Regeneration

} The upgrading and renovation of 90 households resulted in a better

quality of life for 200 inhabitants.

} On average this project targeted 9,178 inhabitants per km2.

Population Density  (inhabitants per km2)

EU Average 2010 117

Malta Average 2011 1,320

Cottonera Area average 9,178

} On a national level, a new feeder bus service for the Cottonera area

has been established, connecting the area with the national bus

transport network. Improved accessibility for pedestrians lead to a

greater use of ferries and water taxis ultimately bringing about a

decrease in the use of cars.



Urban Regeneration

} The óalienôarea has now been transformed into a modern recreational and

leisure area both for the benefit of the locals as well as visitors.

} This resulted in an increase in the amount of green recreational space and as a

business economic development.

} By attracting new activities and investments, the project thrived an economic

spin-off including the creation of new jobs and attracting visitors. Property

prices have risen and new catering establishments have opened in the area.



Environmental Monitoring

}A project with a value of ú4.2M Public eligible focused on

environmental monitoring in the areas of air, water, soil,

noise and radiation.

}Entities benefitting from this project include:

} Central Government through improved availability and reliability of

information on the environment;

} the public through increased awareness of the environmental

trends affecting their health and quality of life;

} the business community through increased awareness of the risks

and opportunities stemming from environmental trends and their

local impacts

} the scientific community due to enhanced knowledge based on the

state of the environment and environmental trends as a result of

wider access and cross-thematic knowledge gain;

} Planning Directorate bringing about better informed decision

making processes concerning both spatial and environmental

aspects.



PA 6 ï

Achievement - Output Indicators 

Indicator OP target
Achievement 

PA 6

No. of projects ensuring sustainability and improving the 

attractiveness of towns and cities (core indicator)
1 1

Km of upgraded roads (non TEN-T) 7 7.64

No. of projects promoting Modal Shift 2 2

No. of new e-services for the public and the business 

community 
72 72

No. of projects [health] (core indicator) 4 4

No. of environmental monitoring projects 1 1

No. of refurbished existing learning and training facilities 

with new equipment
110 153

No. of constructed learning and training facilities 14 14

Sq. m. of modernised learning and training facilities (with 

new equipment) within intervention areas 
45,000 91.601

Sq. m. of newly constructed learning, training and other 

support facilities within intervention areas
140,000 197,765



PA 6 ï

Achievement - Result Indicators

Indicator OP target Achievement PA 6

Road surface condition of 

upgraded roads
1.0-1.5 1.5

Number of benefitting 

students (Education)
56,000 65,264

No. of new services offered 

in the health sector
5 29

National environmental 

monitoring programmes 

established  

4 4



PA 6 ï

Achievement - Result Indicators

Indicator OP target Achievement PA 6

Average % redevelopment 

of units in regeneration 

areas of total national 

regeneration 

1.27 2.29

% increase in use of non-car 

modes
8 15.2

% increase in use of e-

services
26 41.6

% of total patients [within 

intervention areas] using 

new/upgraded 

equipment/services

60% 8.3%



Territorial Earmarking

Progress on Implementation of the 10% 

commitment for Gozo

ERDF

22 Gozo based Projects

25 Projects with a Gozo 

Component

OPI & OPII

Invested circa û105M

11%

ESF

5 Gozo based Projects

77 Projects with a Gozo 

Component

CF

1 Gozo based Project

3 Projects with a Gozo 

Component



Territorial Earmarking

Additional Private Investment

ERDF

22 Gozo based Projects

25 Projects with a Gozo 

Component

Over and above the ú105 Million of programme resources invested, 

the additional private investment exceeded ú13 Million, through Aid 

Scheme for enterprises as well as the induced investment through the 

JEREMIE instrument. 



Major Projects

Focus 

Area
Project Title

Total 

Investment 

Cost

Community

Assistance

National 

Public

National 

Private

T
E

N
-T

Improvement the TEN-T Road 

Infrastructure (Phase 1)
61,378,982.45 42,160,653.96 7,440,115.40 11,778,213.27

Improvement the TEN-T Road 

Infrastructure (Phase 1I) 50,397,615.90 31,773,220.18 5,607,038.85 13,017,356.87

E
n
v
ir
o

n
m

e
n

t

MaltaSouth Sewage Treatment 

Infrastructure 
80,073,152.51 57,772,825.70 10,195,204.53 12,105,122.28

Rehabilitation and Restoration of 

Closed Landfills
19,823,991.70 13,370,703.86 2,359,535.86 4,095,32.65

Malta NorthWaste Treatment 

Facility
57,070,159.25 25,035,105.34 4,417,959.77 27,617,094.14

National Flood Relief Project 54,012,636.18 41,918,519.54 7,397,385.80 4,696,730.84

H
e

a
lt
h

Mater Dei Oncology Centre 58,879,529.76 41,451,971.01 7,315,053.71 10,112,505.05



Sustainable Development

At application stage, Project Proponents were asked to identify, the

contribution of the project to environmental sustainability, through the

inclusion of adequate environmental sustainability measures, for which

the Project Proponents could benefit of up to a maximum of 15% of the

marks during the project selection process with a maximum of 5% for

Environmental Sustainability and 10% for Carbon Impact activities. A

few of the measures implemented under OPI include:

} The installation of equipment for the generation of energy from

Renewable Energy Sources, such as PVs and Wind Turbines.

} A system of energy recovery from fresh air ventilation.

} The collection and treatment of grey waste water.

} The Pedestrianisation of areas within established heritage trails.

} The treatment of waste water before discharging to the sea.




