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1

j. 1144

1.1.1.1.2

1.1.1.1.3

Introduction

The scope of this assignment is to fulfil the obligations deriving from the SEA Directive
2001/42/EC as incorporated in the national legistation for the AMIF (Asylum, Migration and
Integration Fund) Malta's Programme for the programming period of 2021 — 2027.

According to Article 21 of Regulation EU 2021 /1060 of the European Parliament and of the
Council dated 24 June 2021, Member States shall prepare, in cooperation with the partners
referred to in Articte 8(1), programmes to implement the Funds for the period from 1 January
2021 to 31 December 2027.

The above obligation includes the AMIF Programme, which is one of the EU Programmes that
shall be implemented in Malta (among other EU members) for the programming period 2021-
2027. This Programme shall aim at promoting the efficient management of migration flows and
the implementation, strengthening, and development of a common Union approach to asylum
and immigration. The AMIF, which is being drafted by the Strategy and Implementation Division
within the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM), shall be implemented by the Funds and
Programmes Division, also within the OPM. it will contribute to the achievement of four specific
objectives:

1.1.1.1.3.1 Asylum: strengthening and developing the Common European Asylum System by
ensuring that EU legislation in this field is efficiently and uniformly applied,

1.1.1.1.3.2 L.egal migration and integration: supporting legal migration to EU members in
line with the labour market needs and promoting the effective integration of non-
EU nationals;

1.1.1.1.3.3 Return: enhancing fair and effective return strategies, which contribute to

combating irregular migration, with an emphasis on sustainability and
effectiveness of the return process; and

1.1.1.1.3.4 Solidarity: making sure that EU members, which are most affected by migration

1.1.1.1.4

1.1.1.1.5

and asylum flows, can count on solidarity from other EU countries.

The present document is the Screening and Scoping Report of the contract entitled
“SEA of the AMIF and BMVI Programmes 2021-2027" and more precisely refers to the
Strategy and Implementation Division (SID), within the Office of the Prime Minister of
Malta as the contracting authority (CA).

Normally, screening and scoping reports are prepared separately, since a screening
decision is required to proceed into scoping. Under this specific assignment, the
screening report is attached as Annex, while a scoping report is prepared in any case
(screen in/screen out decision — refer to Table 9).
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2  SEA process

2.1 General process

2.1.1.1.1 The SEA Directive 2001/42 EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and
programmes on the environment was first transposed into Maltese legislation in 2005 (LN
418/2005) which was subject to a minor amendment in 2008 (LN 327/2008), A review of
the first transposition showed the potential for simplification and the reduction of
administrative burdens on government entities and as such the SEA Regulations were
revised ance again in 2010 retaining full compliance with the provision of the Directive
(S.L. 549.61 (STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS) of the
Environment Protection Act (CAP. 435)), as amended by the LN. 82 of 2019
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ACT (CAP. 549).

2.1.1.1.2 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a process for evaluating, at the earliest
appropriate stage, the environmental quality and consequences of implementing Plans or
Programmes. The purpose is to ensure that the environmental consequences of plans and
programmes are assessed both during their preparation and prior to adoption. The SEA
process also gives interested parties an opportunity to comment on the environmental
consequences of implementing plans or programmes and to be kept informed during the
decision making process. In particular, SEA is an iterative process which:

2.1.1.1.2.14 predicts, analyses and assesses the likely significant effects of plans and
programmes on the environment, including cumulative/synergistic impacts which
may be difficult to address through case-by-case assessment of individual

projects;

2.1.1.1.2.2 evaluates reasonable alternatives and mitigation measures to avoid or minimise
such environmental impacts;

21.1.1.2.3 seeks the views of stakeholders and the public on these effects; and

2.1.1.1.2.4 influences the plan preparation process in order to address environmental issues

at an early stage.

2.1.1.1.3 The SEA process shall comprise of the following steps:

2.1.1.1.31 Screening, which shall determine whether the programme is likely to have
significant environmental effects and whether a SEA is required based on the
criteria set out in Annex |l of the SEA Directive;

2.1.1.1.3.2 Scoping, which shall determine the coverage and level of detail of the
environmental report. In this regard, a Screening and Scoping report shall be
drafted;

21.11.3.3 Environmental Assessment and preparation of an environmental report: based on

the results of the scoping stage, it shall include an environmental baseline study,
an identification of the potential environmental impacts, an analysis of indicators,
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: an assessment of institutional capacities to address environmental challenges and
conclusions and recommendations for the formulation of the AMIF Programme;

2.1.1.1.3.4 Consultation on the approved revised draft of the Environmental report in line
with Article 7 (3) SEA of the Regulations as well as any other interested party,
both public and private that may be deemed to have an input in the process
taking into account any feedback provided by SID;

2.1.1.1.35 Evaluation of the submissions and observations made on the Environmental
Report and inclusion of such (as applicable) in the SEA report together with the
Consultant's assessment;

2.1.1.13.6 Issuance of the Adoption and Monitoring Report, including the results of the
consultations with the stakehclders, and how any relevant changes have been
implemented as a resuit of these consultations, as well as the level of monitoring
required and remediation proposals for any impacts that the CA may have
identified.

SEA process

. . y
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Fighre 1 Steps of the SEA process.
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2.1.1.1.4 As defined in the LN 82 of 2019 Environmental Protection Act (CAP 549) for Strategic
Environmental Assessment (amendment) the designated authorities' to be consulted’
which, because of their specific environmental responsibilities, are likely to be
concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans and programmes, shall
include the foliowing:

2.1.1.1.4.1 the Environment and Resources Authority or any successor entity responsible for
the environment; and where applicable- the Regulator for Energy and Water
Services or any successor entity or entities;

2.1.1.1.4.2 the competent authority responsible for agriculture;
2.1.1.1.43 the competent authority responsible for fisheries;
21.1.1.4.4 the competent authority responsible for health,

2.1.1.1.45 any other authority which is deemed by the responsible authority to have an input
into the strategic environmental assessment process.”.

The outcome of such consultations is being attached as Annex 3 of this report.

2.2 Current stage

2.2.1.1.1 The purpose of screening is to determine whether the proposed development plan
requires a SEA and what level of SEA is required —~ e.g., quick or comprehensive as it
is presented in the following figure.

1In line with tender, consultations on AMIF and BMVI may be subject to restrictions for security and safety purposes.
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Figure 2 Guide ta the criteria for application of the SEA Divective for plans and programs.

2.2.1.1.2 Scoping, as well as screening, is an open, interactive process that involves stakeholders
and lays the foundation of a SEA by identifying time and space boundaries of the
assessment, the information necessary for decision-making, a summarized baseline
assessment referring to all environmental and social parameters, and evaiuation of
alternatives, the key issues, and potential impacts to be considered and a presentation
of the Terms of Reference of the SEA report. The current report will give the
Stakeholders a general idea about the key elements of the Programme.

2.2.1.1.3 The main objective of this scoping process is to identify key issues of concern that
should be addressed in the assessment of the Plan and the appropriate level of detail
to which they should be considered if the Plan is screened in regarding environmental
and social issues. The scoping exercise should answer the following gquestions:

2.2.1.1.3.1 What are the relevant significant issues to be addressed by the SEA, if SEA is
needed?

2.2.1.1.3.2 Against what environmental objectives should the potential options be
evaluated?

2.2.1.1.4 The steps for scoping are defined below.
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rteve 3 Stepy of scoping,
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'3 Relation with other Plans
and Programs

3.1.1.1.1 The AMIF Plan is part of a hierarchy of local, regional and national plans. While it should
be consistent with higher-level plans such as those of a regional or national nature, it
must also guide or direct plans and programmes at a lower ievel hierarchically.

3.1.1.1.2 The research has taken into consideration four main categories, while the documents
considered fall befow in the table:
(i) International Commitments
(i) EU requirements
(iii) National Environmental & Planning Documents

(iv) National Sectoral Policies and Strategies
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41.1.1.1

4.1.1.1.2

41113

4.1.1.1.4

4.1.1.1.5

41.1.1.6

4.1.1.1.6.1

Description of the
Programme

The AMIF Programme will seek to implement interventions that fall within the scope of the
objectives of the Fund. Four specific objectives were selected to address the investment
priorities and development needs for Malta in the area of migration. Within this context, the
following policy actions were identified to support investments in the fields of asylum,
integration, return and solidarity.

Asytum and reception conditions: investments aim to improve reception conditions as well
as the general well-being of migrants through continuous provision of material aid,
strengthen the asylum determination process and enhance communication with the migrant
community. These interventions will aim to focus on the implementation measures featured
in Annex |l of the AMIF Regulation on ensuring the uniform application of the Union acquis,
and priorities of the CEAS as well as supporting the capacity of Member's State's asylum
systems as regards infrastructures and services.

Integration: measures aimed towards addressing information gaps that inhibit local
integration, promoting diversity and ethnicity in the education sector, reduce language
barriers in schools, strengthen the concepts of multiculturism and cultural mediation. These
interventions aim to focus on the implementation measures featured in Annex Il of the AMIF
Reguiation on the promotion of integration for the social and economic inclusion of TCNSs,
the protection of vulnerable persons in the context of integration measures and the active
participation in and their acceptance by the receiving society.

Countering irregular migration: actions supporting voluntary and forced return operations
and facilitating cooperation with third countries on migration management. These actions
will aim to focus on the implementation measures featured in Annex Il of the AMIF
Regulation ensuring a uniform application of Union acquis, supporting assisted voluntary
return, and strengthening cooperation with third countries.

Solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility: actions under this specific objective will
aim to support resettlement efforts and humanitarian admission for people in need of
international protection. Such actions will focus on implementation measure 4(a) on
enhancing solidarity and cooperation with third countries affected by migratory flows,
including through resettlement in the Union.

More specifically, the above related areas of intervention will be financed under the
following specific objectives of the AMIF Programme:

Specific Objective 1: To strengthen and develop all aspects of the Common European
Asylum System, including its external dimension
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4.1.1.1.6.2 Specific Objective 2: To strengthen and develop legal migration to the Member -
States in accordance with their economic and social needs, and to promote and
contribute to the effective integration and social inclusion of third-country

4.1.1.1.6.3 Specific Objective 3: To contribute to countering irregular migration, enhancing

effective, safe and dignified return and readmission, as well as to contribute fo
and toc promote effective initial reintegration in third countries

4.1.1.1.6.4 Specific Objective 4: Enhancing solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility
between the Member States
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5 Environmental and
Social Baseline

5.1.1.1.1 In order to assess the likely significant impacts of the Plan, baseline data
on the current state of the environment is collected and evaluated and
the potential effects of the plan are predicted and considered. Therefore
the purpose of the baseline description is to identify the current state of
the environment, against which the likely effects of implementing the
plan can be assessed. In accordance with legisiation and guidance, the
existing environment is described with respect to biodiversity,
population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water (surface freshwater,
coastal, transitional, groundwater, bathing and water services (drinking
water and wastewater treatment), air, climatic factors, material assets
(roads, transportation, energy etc), cultural heritage (including
architectural and archaeological heritage), landscape and the
interrelationships between these factors as appropriate. Any existing
problems relevant to the new Plan are also identified at this baseline
stage,

5.1.1.1.2 Identification of baseline environmental status provides for the
identification of key resources and sensitivities within the Plan area and
the identification of potential threats to the environment, thus allowing
for the inclusion of mitigation measures later in the process that may
need to be incorporated into the new Plan to ensure that it does not
exacerbate existing problems, Assessment of the baseline environment
also enables plan-makers to consider how the environment might evolve
in the absence of the proposed plan,

5.1.1.1.3 The environmental and social baseline will be presented in the
Environmental Report under a number of Strategic Environmental
Assessment topic headings as follows:

5.1.1.1.3.1 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna;
5.1.1.1.3.2 Population;

51.11.3.3 Human Health;

51.1.1.3.4 Soil;

5.1.1.1.3.5 Water,;

5.1.1.1.3.6 Air Quality and Climatic Factors;
5.1.1.1.3.7 Material Assets;
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51.1.1.3.8 Cultural Heritage including Architectural and Archaeological
Heritage; and

5.1.1.1.39 Landscape.

5.1.1.1.4 A summarized presentation of the baseline can be given below for the
terms of scoping report.

5.2 Environmental baseline

5.2.1 Climate

5.2.1.1.1 The climate in the Maltese Islands is typically the Mediterranean. Due to
the fact that it is an archipelago, Malta is strongly influenced by the sea,
with long, hot, dry summers and, short, mild winters, during which, along
with autumn, the majority of rainfall events occur. The temperature is
very stable throughout the year. The annual mean is around 18°C and
the monthly averages vary between 12° C to 31°C. Winters are mild,
with daytime temperatures that almost never fall below 10°C whereas,
night-time temperatures never fall below 0°C. Summers are warm, dry
and very sunny, with an average of 12 hours of sunshine. Most of the
rainfall events in Malta occur during autumn and winter, mostly from
thunderstorms and heavy downpours. According to the data collected
from the rain gauge in Luga by the Malta Airport METOffice, the average
annual precipitation from 1940 to 2018 is 553 nun, spread on an
average of 80 rainy days. Nearly three-fourths of the total annual rainfall
falls between October and March, whereas June, July, and August are
normally dry.

5.2.1.1.2 All relevant data in the case there is the necessity to draft an
Environmental Report, will be acquired from the Environmental and
Resources Authority (Strategies, Plans, Programmes and Policies,
specifically the WFD? which was transposed to Maltese legislation
through the Water Policy Framework Regulations (S.L. 549.100) and the
MSFD? from University of Malta, specifically from the Physical
Oceanographic Research Group, and Malta Metoffice and the Maltese
National Statistics Office. The Malta Airport MetOffice makes effective
use of its observations by monitoring current weather patterns and their
rate of change. It also monitors the variability of the local climate,
especially on a monthly and annual timescale, so as to build local climate
statistics.

2 Water Framework Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC)
3 K4 Directive 2008/56/EC - Marine Strategy Frarmework Directive
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Tuble 2. The olimate sunemenry for the Meltese Islonds (Sowrce: NSO, 2011,
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5.2.2 Geology

5.2.2.1.1 The Maltese Authorities responsible for the Geological Survey of Malta
are the Continental Shelf Department, the Planning Authority, the Malta
Resources Authority, and the Department of Geosciences at the
University of Malta. The bedrock geology map (kindly refer to Figure 4)
and data are available to the public as an interactive Geo-referenced
interface®.

5.2.2.1.2 The bedrock geology of the Maltese Islands consists of relatively young
sedimentary strata originally deposited as marine sediments about 30
to 5 million years ago during the Oligocene and Miocene epochs. The
resultant rock sequence consists of five formations laid on top of each
other (Lower Coralline Limestone; Globigerina, Limestone; Blue Clay;
Greensand; and Upper Coralline Limestone, kindly refer to Figure 4). In
some areas, the bedrock is covered by relatively thin Quaternary
deposits consisting of terrestrial aeolian and alluvial sediments that were
deposited following the uplift and emergence of the sequence®.

5.2.2.1.3 The northern and northwestern parts of the island of Malta are
characterised by outcrops of the Blue Clay and the Upper Coralline
Limestone Formations, while the predominant bedrock in the central and
southeastern parts of the island is the Globigerina Limestone Formation.

Tt psffcontinentalshell gov.mifen/Pages/Geological-Map-of the-
Malteselslangs.aspxd:~text=The%h 20bedrock%20gesloay % 200f% 2 Othe on% 2 0top %2 0ot 2 CeachToROother

% bid
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The surface geology of Gozo is more varied with the Blue Clay Formation
being a prominent outcrop®.

e

Figure A, Geolagical wap of the Malluse Ionids. Nouwvee: Continentad shelf Bepariment feontineiiad sl gov.mi).

5.2.3

Soils

5.2.3.1.1 There are different types of soils in the Maitese Islands. Maltese soils are

derived from local geology, are highly calcareous, and affected by
cultural elements, D. M. Lang (1960) classified Maltese soils formations
as Carbonate, Xerorendzinas, Terra and soil complexes, further
subdivided into subtypes (series) named after the localities where the
first examples were noted. Subsequently, additional information was
developed through the Maltese Soil Information System (MALSIS)
database which classified the local soil characteristics according to the
World Reference Base for Soil Resources (WRB Classification system).
MALSIS identified 19 soil units (kindly refer Figure 5), from 7 soil
reference groups (Arenosols, Calcisols, Cambisols, Leptosols, Luvisols,
Regosols, and Vertisols).”:

5 |big

7 hilps-/fera.org mtftopic/mallese.soits!
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Fignre 5. Soil fandseapes and location of soil varviobilipe sites for fiee swvey. Souice; SURCOPEAN SOIL BUREAL
= RESEARCH REPOQRENO. Y, 20013,

5.2.4 Seismicity

5.2.4.1.1 The Seismic Monitoring and Research Group (SMRG) of the University of
Malta maintains the Malta Seismic Network, which is the only facility in
the country that monitors and studies earthquake activity around the
Maltese Islands. The SMRG carries out real-time seismicity monitoring
and earthqguake location, seismic hazard assessment, and geophysical
studies on the Maltese archipelago and Central Mediterranean®.

5.2.4.1.2 Since 1500, there have been seven strong reported earthquakes in the
Maltese Islands, which have caused some damage, the last in 1923. The
Maltese islands are perceived to have low seismicity but there have been
large magnitude earthquakes in the surrounding areas — especially in
southern Greece and in Sicily.”

B hitpsy/seisnicresearchAnLedumt
¢ |nig
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5.2.5 Noise and Air

5.2.5.1.1 Directive (EU) 2016/2284'° of the European Parliament and of the
Council on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric
pollutants came into force on 14 December 2016, Malta, as a Member
State of the European Union, is obliged to implement the provisions laid
down in this Directive and has therefore transposed the Directive into
national legislation through S.L. 549.124"".

5.2.5.1.2 The new National Emission Ceilings Directive, also referred to as the NEC
Directive'?, is intended to guide the Member States to further reduce air
pollution and its associated risks to the environment and human health
by establishing future anthropogenic emission reduction commitments
for each Member State for the following poliutants, Nitrogen oxides (NOx
); Non-methane volatile organic compounds (NMVOC); Sulphur dioxide
(502); Ammonia (NH3); and Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) emissions.

5.2.5.1.3 The Environment and Resources Authority (ERA), in collaboration with
the Ministry for the Environment, Sustainable Development and Climate
Change, has prepared a National Air Pollution Control Programme
(NAPCP)™.

5.2.5.1.4 The ERA currently operates a fixed station network composed of four
real-time air-monitoring stations: a traffic site in Msida, two urban
background sites in Zejtun and Attard, and a rural background site in
Gharb, Gozo. In addition, work is ongoing to install a fixed monitoring
station in the North of Malta, to act as a traffic site in the zone. This
additional site aims to better understand the effect of traffic outside the
agglomeration. The stations cover all poliutants that require monitoring
and reporting under the Ambient Air Quality Directive
(2008/50/EC).Real-time monitoring is also complemented by a Passive
Diffusion Tube network, which consists of 100 sites for VOCs and NO2,
and a smaller network for SO2 (SOER, 2018). In addition, the ERA
annually compiles an emissions inventory as required by the NEC
Directive and in accordance with the EMEP reporting guidelines and
Guidebook, as described in Chapter 3.1,

10 4y

Al Ry

padatacuinns.ouloldid

11 | imitation of Emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants regulations - Subsidiary Legislation 549.124
(rlps:ftepisiallon.mi/elifsl /5491 24/ anedndt).

12 yatienal Emissions reduclion Commitments (NEC) Directive (2016/2284/EU)
13 |pig
14 paita's National Air Pollution Conlro! Programme - ERA 2018,
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2019,

5.2.6 Surface Waters

5.2.6.1.1 Within a territory of 316km?® characterised by a southern Mediterranean
climate, the inland surface and transitional waters of the Maltese Islands
are very small streams, watercourses, or standing waters that flow or
have fluctuating water levels throughout the year',

& 4 13

biTetry

fiigure H River Busin District.

15 hitps://era.org. miywatercatchment-management-plan/
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5.2.6.1.2 Malta's waters include inland freshwaters, transitional and coastal
waters, as well as deep waters that extend above Malta’s continental
shelf. Malta’s inland fresh surface waters are very small streams,
watercourses, or standing waters. The watercourses are parts of larger
valley systems, or 'widien', and the level of water and flow within these
watercourses varies seasonally. Some watercourses are linked to springs
that outflow from perched aquifers that form above blue clay outcrops,
and these streams tend to be present throughout the year'®,

Fabte 3. Nomrher af swater odies that liwve been delineated and or designated by Malia for the implemeniation of the
Zad WOMP 2015-2021 (B categoryy (Svurce: 2nd WOMD 2015-2021).

Natural Waters 2 1 0 7 15

Heavily modiflled 1 1 g 2 Hot applicable
walers

Asrtificial waters [ o o Q Hot applicable

5.2.6.1.3 All water data and further references may be found in the 2™ Water
Catchment Management Plan for the Malta Water Catchment District
2015-2021.

Tahle . Delincated protected infond Suifoace wnd Trapsitionoa Waters (2nd IWOMP 20153021,

L o0 i
waters range (max - mink 1.7m - 0.05m
15 Maghtug ta’ Y W02 Water lewels Bucluate belwesn seasons
harsacata Water deplhrange {meax = min): J.Am = 1m
11-8allut 12° I TW 03 Brics out completely after the wel teason
Marsasiokk Water depthrange {max - mia); 0.3m - 0m
Is-Simar MY TW M Water levels fatl substantiatly after the dry 1e3son
L Ghadira MITW 05 Whater levels fatl substantially alter the dry season
Wates Colrses - \';‘icﬁ_tél-sa!)riga_"' C MEWCDL ] Water present throughout the year, forming -~ 70
A IS I s n AT ] disconnected podts st the Jower ;mchesas 1hedry
ST S U aacen progreses .
Wir:d it: luq S| MTARC02 L Water present I the upper sad midd'e reaches oty o
: S 1 afted hedwy downpours )

Vied 1, 1unzjatai_ XS

] MYWE3 " | Water present throlghout he year, forralng o
4 ] disconnected poos ln\helowwandupper reachesas:

R IR RS A BRI the diy season progredses
Pools t!-Qatlara MESW O Perennial water pood, with fuctualions In wated leved
from wel ko dry seasen
Ghadird 12" Sarraflu MY SW 02 Porennial water podd, with fluttuations ln water level

from wel 1o dry seasen

16 |5ig
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5.2,6.1.4 The demand of the various water-using sectors in the Maltese islands is
increasingly being addressed through the conjunctive use of four main
water resources, namely'”: groundwater aquifer systems, harvesting of
rainwater runoff, desalinated sea-water, and treated wastewater.

17 Tha 27+ Waler Catchment Management Pian for the Maltese Water Catchment District 20152021
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Figrre H National Water Resowrces Supply Base (2014).

5.2.7 Floods

5.2.7.1.1 The Flood Risk Management Plan for the Malta Water Catchment District
has been integrated within the 2nd Water Catchment Management Flan.
The Malta RBD is composed of one single river basin district and one
unit of management.

5.2.7.1.2 In Malta, the Energy and Water Agency, a government agency
established via LN 340/2016 within the Ministry for Energy and Water
Management and tasked with ensuring the coordinated development of
Government's national policies in the energy and water sectors, is
responsible (as competent authority of the Floods Directive). The Figures
below show the initial works being carried out to define risk and hazard
maps.

)
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Figure 15, Areaswith poteiial significant flood visk arising from a retwrn period e of 3 years in Mealla,
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Figire 16, dreaxwith potentiad sigiifican flood risk cvising from a refucn period tinie of 30 years.,

5.2.8 Groundwater

5.2.8.1.1 Under these specific conditions and depending on the physical features
occurring in specific locations, the following typologies of groundwater
bodies can be distinguished®:

5.2.8.1.1.1 Sea-level groundwater bodies developed in the Lower Coralline
Limestone formation and take the form of freshwater lenses
floating over seawater and referred locally as mean-sea-level
aquifers (MSLAs). These are ubiquitous and occur extensively at
sea level in Malta, Gozo, and Comino,

5.2.8.1.1.2 Unconfined (phreatic) perched groundwater bodies sustained in
the Upper Coralline Limestone formation perched over the Blue
Clay formation. The perched aquifers overlie, in western Malta and
in Gozo, the sea-level aquifers. Perched aquifers are completely
absent in central and eastern Malta where the UCL and the clay
aquitard have been completely eroded.

528.1.1.3 Coastal groundwater bodies occurring in depressed valley areas
within the Upper Coralline Limestone formation where the clay lies
below sea level and freshwater is laterally bounded at its contact
with seawater. These small aquifer systems occur at Pwales,
Mellieha, and Marfa.

18 ipig
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Tuble 3. Growndweadter Bodies in the Malta River Basin Districte (Sowrce: 2nd IWCMP 20052021,

Groundwater Body Codés 50| Groundwater Sody Nama
MYG01 Malta Mean Sea tevel
MTO02 Rabal Dingii Perched
FMTCO3 MgarrWardija Perched
MTOGS Pweales Coastal
MYTO0S Mirieh Mean Sea Level
FATOO8 dellieha Perched
MY Wellieha Coastal
MYCGI0 Marta Coastal
MT012 Comlno Mean Sea Level
T3 Goro Mean Sea Level
MT014 Ghajnsielem Peiched
MINIS Nadur Ferched
MY016 Xaghra Perched
MYOL? Zebbug Perchied
AIO18 Victoria-Kercem Peschied

5.2.8.1.2 The Nitrate Directive requires Member States to implement action
programmes within 2 years of designating a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone
(NVZ). Malta has designated the whole territory of Malta and Gozo as
being nitrate vulnerable. Following transposition through the Protection
of Waters against Poliution Caused by Nitrates from Agricultural Sources
Regulations™ a key milestone in the implementation of the Nitrates
Directive in the last few years was the development of the Nitrate Action
Programme which was given legal effect by the Nitrates Action
Programme Regulations®,

5.2.8.1.3 The Water Framework Directive identifies as ‘protected areas’ those
bodies of water that are utilized for the abstraction of water intended
for human consumption. in the Malta Water Catchment District, the
bodies of water used for such purposes are as follows in the figure
below.
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Figure 17, Oroundvearer bodies are used jor the abstraction of weater imteiided for i consunpition.

5.2.8.1.4 The following maps show the qualitative and quantitative groundwater
monitoring stations.
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Figure 18, Growmdwater OQueatifutive Status Monitoring Network (Source: 2% IWCMP - 2ii16),
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528,15

5.2.8.1.6

5.2.9

52.9.1.1

52.9.1.2

Figire 19, Grovadwater Quelitative Monitoring Neovork (Sowrce: 2 10CMP 2016},

Malta has designated Fifteen groundwater bodies under the Water
Framework Directive processes, Thirteen are in good quantitative status,
with poor quantitative status assigned to Malta’'s Mean Sea Level
Aquifers (Malta and Gozo). Monitoring data of water (piezometric) level
shows that this has remained stable,

In terms of qualitative status, most groundwater bodies show high
nitrate levels, exceeding the 50mg/L threshold set by the EU Nitrates
Directive. Mean sea level aquifers show stable nitrate levels, while
perched aquifers show an upward trend in nitrate concentrations within
the period under review. Chloride levels, which indicate the extent of
seawater intrusion, are high in five water bodies out of fifteen.

Biodiversity

The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) 2012 -
2020 for Malta serves as a national policy driver to integrate biodiversity
concerns into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and
policies, especially those that can have a bearing on Malta's biological
and natural resources.

While reftecting national priorities for biodiversity, these targets are aiso
complementary to the 2020 global Aichi targets defined in the Strategic
Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 under the framework of the UN
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) as well as the targets defined
in the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020?'. There are a total of 318
protected areas in Malta, 52 Natura 2000 sites — 22 Special Protection

2% 1pig
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Areas (Birds Directive) and 30 Sites of Community Importance (Habitat
Directive) - as well as 263 sites designated under national laws. The
protected area network in Malta is strongly influenced by national sites
and their interaction with Natura 2000 sites, with nearly 100% of the
total area covered by nationally designated protected areas and their
overlap with Natura 2000 sites®.

45685 of he nehvork is protected only thiough nationai laws
0.04%: of the nelwork consists solely of Natura 2000 €ites

46,29% consist of and overdap bebveen the two

2

Figure ML Percentage of procied areas netvork, Natig 2000 sites cond overlaps (Nowree: Biodiversi: information
Sysfer).

Size distiibution of Malla's fand protecied areas network
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Figure 21, Size distribution of Malta's lands protecied arcas neswork (Above) aid Size distribution of Mdia's
Muarite protecied areas netwark (Befow) (Source: Biodiversify inforaation Systen -EV,

22 porner//biodiversity. eurana.u/countdes/mala
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5.2.9.1.3 The register of protected areas is a list of sites lying within the Maltese
Catchment District which require special designation for the protection
of the surface water and groundwater or for the conservation of habitats
and species directly dependent on water. A full list of areas under this
registry, applicable to the Maltese Islands, is as follows®>.

5.2.9.1.4 Areas designated for the protection of habitats and/ or species where
the maintenance or improvement of the status of water is an important
factor in their protection.

o 5 10
kifornetres
[MAYURE FROTECHION HONERORING POIMTS

Ker

G- B Mgy bl Brer S Ts S
Tervswud ture SRS 15 L0t W Sy
Frctenton .
e b LYY %N BL B Babe 2 Rt on Mgy
uBas ¥ Efeiy
e oreitod dres G Mok WO Nty fres 13 BB £ e b W
{“] 3 St B U5 Deds Gt A 13T o £ e I Grow Liges
e Travestierad \etins v s
O bomozd i Mt L TRt # e 4o Ouad
L T
07 B 8B Haindsd 15 b b P G b Mot

O - e - G e

Figiae 22 Map of the Madtese Istuinds indication the location of ferresivial and marine profecied areas depenedent on
the quality of the surfuce swaters. Location of monitoring stations (WFDJ (Source: 2nd WOMP 2015-2021).

Table 6. The 10 Natra 2000 sites with the most munber of species & habitats desigiiated (Source The biodiversiiy
sisfent for Furope).

23 Thg 21 Waler Catchement Management Plan for the Mallese Water Catchement District 20152021
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5.2.10 Marine Environment

5.2.10.1.1 The Maltese map highlighting the Fisheries Management Zone and the
Area designated for hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation by the
WISE MARINE, Marine Information System for Europe can be observed
in the figure below;

; ] = v L = o
Figure 23, Multese map highlighting the Fisheries Maagemerit Zone and fhe Area designated for hydracarbon
exploration and explojtaiion. Sowrce; WISE Muarine, Morine biformiation system for Europe,

8 - R
Figire 24, Meliose map highfighting the Fisheries Mamagement Zoie and the drea designated for ivdrocarbon
exploration and exploitativi. Soprce: WISE Marine, Mariae information system for Europe.
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5.2.10.1.2 Malta has assessed the environmental status of several features per
descriptor under the 2018 update of MSFD Article 8, which was
reported electronically to the European Commission. The following
dashboard shows the marine waters' area where, for those features, the
Good Environmental Status has been achieved, not yet achieved or is
unknown or not assessed?®*,

e

Area{e2)

Plgare 25, The ervirommental stains of several foatiores, Nowrce, WISE Marine, Marise infortation system far
Furape,

5.2.10.1.3 The conservation status of the habitats and species listed in the Habitats
Directive annexes has to be assessed and reported to the European
Commission under Article 17 every 6 years. The assessment is based on
information about the status and trends of species populations and
habitats at the level of the biogeographical or marine region. In the
following dashboard, the assessments reported by Malta are presented,
where they can be displayed as status or status and trend?®.

5.2.10.1.4 The ecological status of the water bodies is based on biological guality
elements and supported by physic-chemical and hydro morphological
quality elements. On the other hand, a good chemical status is achieved
when no concentrations of priority substances exceed the relevant EQS

24 Marine Strategy Framework Directive (hilps://ara.argmbtopic/mstd-secend.oyeies)
23 |bid
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established in the Environmental Quality Standards Directive. The resuits
reported by Malta on the first and second River Basin Management Plans
are presented in the dashboard below?.

Fisitre 26, Feological and chentical siains of transitionad, cousial and tervitoriol watees Sowece; WISE YMarine,
Mearine infornsction svstem foirr Europe.

5.2.10.1.5The bathing waters sites are monitored under the Bathing Water
Directive in regards to the values of two microbiological parameters
(Intestinal enterococci and Escherichia coli) and the results are reported
yearly to the European Commission. Where bathing water is classified as
'poor’, Member States should take measures such as banning bathing or
advising against it, providing information to the public, and taking
suitable corrective actions. The dashboard displays the resuits reported
by Malta, wherein in 2019 most of the bathing waters were excellent or

good?®,

26 The 2+4 Water Catchment Managemenl Plan for the Maltese Water Catchment District 2015-2021
27 wWiSE Marine, Maring information system for Europe.
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5.2.11 Landscape and land use

5.2.11.1.1 The Maltese Island cover was divided into twenty-two land-use types
{kindly refer to 9). The classification scheme excludes urbanised areas,
bare rocks, and water surfaces from evaluation since these surfaces
contain no soil. Discontinuous urban, green urban (semi-permeable
surfaces), mixed forest (moderate soil cover), maquis {with little to no
soil cover), beaches, dunes, sand plains, rocky steppe, and salt marshes
as cover types of good management practice with a C factor value of
less than 0.1. Maquis (with moderate soil cover), green urban (semi-
permeable surfaces), sports and leisure (semi-permeable surfaces),
pastures, and permanent crops are categorized as a land cover of
moderate management practice with a designated C factor value
between 0.11 and 0.4. Arable land abandoned and degraded
agricuitural areas, and degraded semi-natural areas are categorized as
a land cover or low management practice of C factor values between
0.41 and 0.8. Land-use classes were allocated C values without
considering seasonal variance.
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Figure 29, Land-nse clusses, cover i km2 anel aftocated € valne (hand-uve listed hefow only inclwdes those swith o O
verle) Serce; Sultenic, 1. (2013},

Land caver type Cover kn? (% O factor vadie
of total lswl)
Discontinuons urban 336 (E0) [UR L]
Creen weban Goml-peinealile suzfieas) 0,26 (0.057%) 035
Sports + Lebsuee {semi-permeable snifac) 105 {06270) .20
Arable Tand 16150 (5215} .50
hamanent Gops 200 (0924} 40
Abandoned ¢+ Dvgraded Ageiontionad anas 09,56 (3839) 0]
Mixad forcet (tnoderate soil cover) 120 (1,339} 10
Steppe 4 Garrigue 36.07 (11.42%) 25
Manuls (with medecate »oil cover) 1.69 (1.49%) 0.20
Maepils {with littde to no soit eovia) S (0} 015
Beaches, dunes, sand plains 0,02 (0.4} 10
Bare rock [ rocky steppe (little to no sofl cover} 583 (L83} 11153
Pegraded somi-natural arcas 728 (2.31%) 060
Salt marshes 0.5 {0.05%) 105

5.2.11.1.2 Agricultural land covers 48% of the Maltese islands and is its
predominant land use. In 2011, the primary productive agricuiture and
fisheries sectors produced 1.8% of the National gross domestic product
(GDP) and in 2010 the agricultural sector employed 10.6% of the
financially active Maltese population. Agriculture is therefore a key
economic production centre and plays a key role in Malta's long-term
food provision and food security.

28 Syttana, D. (2015). Numericat Madelling of Soil Erosion Susceplibility in the Maltese Istands using Geographic [nformation Systems and
the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE}. Xjenza Online, 3:41-50
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53 Social baseline

5.3.1 General

5.3.1.1.1 An important source of statistical, data and further references for social
parameters baseline is the Regional Statistics Report, from the N
national Statistics office, Malta — Version 20202, The smallest
country in the European Union, the Republic of Malta carries with it great
economic and strategic importance. Economically, Malta has been able
to maintain a robust performance over the past years: household
consumption and net exports have been the main determinants of
economic growth®C,

5.3.1.1.2 Malta is relatively new to the European Union; it joined in 2004 and
adopted the Euro as its official currency in January 20083, it has few
natural resources and only produces less than a quarter of its required
food while dealing with a limited water supply and few domestic energy
resources®2, Malta lies between Europe and Africa, making it a target for
illegal immigration. This has had a damaging effect on its economy,
along with the global economic downturn and the surge in electricity
and water prices, However, the country's reliance on the indigenous real
estate market meant it escaped severe economic damage from the
international economic crisis®3.

Figure 30, Feanomic History.

29 Regional Statistics Malta ~ 2020 Edition, National Statislics Office, Malia,

30 £y Economic and Financial Affairs — Country Report Malta 2016 httg:ffec.europa ewieurope2020/pdcsr201 6/cc2016 malla enpdf 3
June 2016

31 ClA - The World Fact Book. “Europe: Malta” hitps:/fvnve.cia.govllibrary/publicationsithe wortd-factbonklgeos/mbhtal 3 June 2016
32 yhig
33 \pig
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5.3.1.1.3 Malta serves as a bridge between Europe and North Africa and has
consistently fought for the peace and economic development of the
Mediterranean region®*, It has also been forceful with creating and
implementing legislative systems to encourage growth in key sectors
while taking advantage of its geographic position®. Between 1 January
2017 and 30 June 2017 Maita assumed the presidency of the Council
of the EU, seeking to focus on issues of migration, single market,
security, social inclusion, Europe's neighbourhood, and the maritime
sector®,

5.3.1.1.4 Today, Malta has 6 members of the European Parliament. In addition,
Maita has 5 representatives on the European Economic and Social
Committee and 5 representatives on the European Committee of the
Regions?’,

5.3.1.1.5 In the regional statistics Report, from the National Statistics Office -
Malta 2020, , there is explained a summary of the recent development
in the Maltese economy, highlighting major changes in regional
economic statistics by industry NACE A*10/11 during the period 2013
—~ 2018, In 2018, the GVA at basic prices in the regions of Malta, and
Gozo and Comino was estimated at €10 422.2 million and €470.6
million, respectively; refiecting a corresponding increase of 8.7 and 12.3
per cent over 2017,

5.3.1.1.6 All industries in the Malta region registered increases in GVA during
2018. The largest increase was recorded in the industry of agricuiture,
forestry and fishing (A) at 26.7 per cent, and assumed a contribution of
0.9 per cent to total GVA. Similarly, the industries comprising of arts,
entertainment and recreation; repair of household goods and other
services (R, S, T and U) registered the second-largest increase in GVA at

341).S, Department of State. "Malta” http.//www.state.govir/pa/ei/bgn/6382.htm 12 October 2018.

35 Guide to Malta. “Malta at a glance” hitp:/fiwww.guidetomalta net/articles/malta-eu-member-state/
12 October 2018.

3 Council of the European Union. “The Presidency of the Council of the EU.”

http /fwww.consiliumeurapa.eufen/council-eu/presidency-council-ew/ 10 February 2017

37 European Commission. “Representation in Malta." htips://ewropa.eu/european-union/about-

gu/countries/member-countries/maita_en 12 October 2018,
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11.4 per cent and accounting for a contribution of 15.5 per cent to the
total. The industries of wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor
vehicles and motorcycles; transportation and storage; accommodation
and food service activities (G, H and 1) which comprised the highest share
to GVA (21.3 per cent), registered growth in GVA of 7.5 per cent over
2017. The industries comprising public administration and defence;
compulsory social security; education; human health and social work
activities (O, P and Q) contributed to the second-largest share of the
GVA (16.2 per cent), registered growth in GVA of 8.1 per cent when
compared to 2017,

5.3.1.1.7 Some important data are exposed as follows: GDP (Purchasing Power
Party): $21.3 billion (2020)%; GDP (official exchange rate) : $14.55
billion (2018) %; Real growth rate: 4.4% (2019) 40 Per Capita:
$45,606 (2020)*'; Composition by sector: Agriculture: 1.43, Industry:
10.6%, Services: 88.1%%%;  Unemployment rate: 4.6%*3 (2020)
Inflation(CPI) : 1.7%*4,

5.3.1.1.8 Malta has handled the euro-zone crisis better than most member states
because of its low debt-to-GDP ratio and financial banking sector. In
2014 — 2016, Malta led the eurozone in growth by expanding more
than 4.5% per year. The following should be noted; Public Debt: 45.4%
GDP5; FDI Inflow (2020): $4.1 billion.

5.8.2 Population

5.3.2.1.1 Malta is the most densely populated country in Europe, with an average
number of 1548 of inhabitants per square kilometre. Within the
European context, this population density is an extremely high value, the
second-most densely populated country in Europe is the Netherlands
with 504 of inhabitants per square kilometre*®,

5.3.2.1.2 According to the National Statistics Office (NSO), the number of
inhabitants living in the Maltese islands as at the end of 2017 amounted
to 475,701, with 442,978 residing in the Malta and 32,723 residing in
Gozo. During the period 2011 - 2017, the population of the island of
Malta increased every year with a total growth of 56,835 inhabitants

28 Yhe Heritage Foundation— “Malta Economy™ hitps:/fwweheritage org/index/cauntey/nalia.
39 The Warld Bank Data - “Malta” htips//data worldbank orglcountryimalta.
40 Trading Economics- “Malta GDP Annual Growth Rate” htlps://tradingecenomics.com/maltalgdp-grovih-annual, December 2019

#1 The Heritage Foundation- *Malta Economy” htlps:/ivaww heritage orglindex/country/malta
42 1A — The World Fact Book. “Europe: Malta™ hilps./fvnvw.cizgovilibrary/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mihiml 12 October 2018

*% The Heritage Foundation— “Malta Economy” https-/fwerelieritage.orglindesfcount ry/malta
44 .
Ibid
*5 Ibig
48 Eurostat 2018

Tender for the Provision of Technical Expertise for SEA (Strategic Environmental Assessment)
Screening and scoping for the ESIF, JTF, AMIF, BMVI and CAP
Pregrammes/Plans for 2021-2027

CT3000/2020

Screening & Scoping Report AMIF — Lot 4

Page 46 of 103



over the period. Similarly, the population of the Gozo increased every
year, with an overall population growth of 1320 inhabitants®’.

5.3.2.1.3 Despite the small size of the country, Malta shows significant
heterogeneity in population density among its 68 local councils. The
islands of Gozo and Comino (14 districts in total) register a population
density below 1000 people per square kilometre, except for the local
councils of Victoria (capital city) and Fontana, respectively 2219
inhab/km2 and 1945 inhab/km?2 . Malta, on the other hand, is clearly
divided in two zones: the western part has a low population density,
largely due to the fact that the area is mainly covered by agriculture and
green areas rather than dense urban environments, whereas 92% of the
population resides within the eastern and southern parts of the island*.

A

flediterransan Sea
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Fignre 3.2 Populaiion deasity per local conncil in the Maltese Islands.

5.3.2.1.4 In its public registers and census, Malta does not disaggregate data on
the basis of race or ethnicity, but only by language, gender, age,
disability, place of birth, and citizenship(s)**. The population of Malta is
defined by a great degree of homogeneity: less than one in ten of Malta's
residents identify as a religious or linguistic minority. As a resuit, most
studies on ethnic minorities are qualitative.

47 National Statistics Office (NS0), Bitps://nso.sovmilen/fages/ NS0 Homa aspx
48 Furostat 2018

49 an overview of callected population data is available at NSO website: hitp://nso.gov.mt/en/publicatons/Pages/Publications:by-Date.aspx
(Last accessed on 26 August 2016).
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5.3.2.1.5 The country has also been subject to the ongoing migrant crisis in the
Mediterranean region. Serving as the home for thousands of African
asylum seekers in the early 2000s, Malta has been able to almost
virtually shut down the flow of migrants in 2015%, Instead, the migrants
are rather being taken to italy and other European countries. However,
because of Malta’s geographic position, the number of illegal immigrants
attempting to cross the Mediterranean Sea from the Libyan coast has
been expected to increase with further closure of other European routes.
It has the 47™ highest migration rate in the world5',

5.3.3 Income distribution and poverty

5.3.3.1.1 The Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (SILC) survey is an annual
enquiry conducted by the National Statistics Office (NSO) among persons
residing in private households in Malta and Gozo. This survey is carried
out under EU regulation (EU. No. 1177/2003)%,

Table 7. Houscholid Disposable income badregiondistrict and year.
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Hirlta 37AI8Fy SO R0 A5V 55G 4635 GA EATOR PR

Goro and Coming 6042 2459 68l 2LV10 262013 257 753 X057y

HMALTA #3308 24 6%3 5908 2E 5% 2 A6 21680
Malia 2363 7493 2654 16542 27 80 168951
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50 The Economist - High wall, narrow sea htip:tlwew.cconontist.oon/neys/europe/2 1678248 migrants-once-flucked -malta-host-eu-african-

1 CIA — The World Fact Baok. “Eurape: Malta™ hitps:/fmvivisia govilibrary/publications/the warld-facthonkigeas/mt himt 12 October 2018,
52 Regional Statistics Malta - 2020 Edition, National Statistics Office, Malta,
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5.3.3.1.2 Based on the income year 2018, the number of at-risk-of-poverty
persons living in Malta was estimated at 82,758, while the average
gross household income for 2018 is estimated at € 34,627 while the
average disposable househoid income is estimated at € 28,505,
according to the latest data published by the National Statistics Office,
NSO after the survey on European Statistics on Income and Living
Conditions was conducted.

5.3.3.1.3 In 2018, 2.2 per cent of Malta’s social outlay was allocated to the
Unemployment function. In expenditure terms, this amounted to €41.2
million, which was €0.8 million higher than in 2017, Benefits and
services offered by Jobsplus totalled €18.4 million in outlay and explain
the aforementioned increase. The additional €4.6 million funnelied into
this scheme was partially offset by the drops recorded in each of the
other schemes offering unemployment type benefits, in particular Social
Security Non-Contributory Benefits (€3.1 million) and the
MDD/MSCL/MSY Voluntary Retirement Scheme (€0.4 million} (Table
below).

Lobsaf rnenlithties L P FLg PRI ER S ERFE it

PAODAASCLASY Votuntary Retordment Sohosee Luean 5361 By PRI bAse 1000

Totel 45124 47 & A% 7E5 A0 388 41135

% of sodal protection 29 0 27 2.2 22

Fignre 33 Uneamploymeit gross expeditire by sheenre (2014-2018).
5.3.3.1.4 In 2018, the total employed persons (fuli-time and part-time as a
primary job) in Malta amounted to 245.983, an increase of 5.9 per cent
when compared to the previous year. The shares of the Gozo and
Comino region by place of residence and place of work stood at 6.8 and
5.3 per cent, respectively. Employed persons in Malta region (by place

of work), exceeded the total number of employed persons resident in
Malta region (by place of residence).
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534 | Education®3

5.3.4.1.1 In Malta, the Education statistics are processed by the National Statistics
Office (NSO) on an annual basis in accordance with European
Regulations (EC) 452/2008 and (EU) 912/2013. These regulations
establish the basis of information to be collected from educational
institutions at all levels of education and all economic sectors. By
adhering to these regulations, all education statistics collected and
processed by the NSO are comparable to other European countries
following the same regulatory standards. A total of 82227 students in
non-compulsory and compulsory education were enrolled in the
scholastic year in the period of 2017/18 in Malta. The majority of
students were aged between 3 and 17 years, comprising 75.9 percent
of the total student body.

535 Human health

5.3.5.1.1 Two main documents summarize the human and public health in Malta:
5.3.5.1.1.1 State of Health in the EU Malta — Country Health Profile 2019%,
5.3.5.1.1.2 Public Health in Malta 1999-2019, MAPHM?®>,

5.3.5.1.2 Malta's population enjoys generally good heaith and one of the longest
life expectancies in the EU. Nevertheless, high obesity rates among
adults and adolescents pose a serious threat to public health, The
National Health Service provides universal coverage for a comprehensive
benefit package, while the private sector plays a key role in the delivery
of primary care. Strengthening primary care to improve efficiency and
better serve those living with chronic conditions is an important policy
goal®®,

5.3.5.1.3 Life expectancy at birth has increased substantially since 2000, reaching
82.4 years in 2017, which is among the highest in the EU. These gains
have been driven by declining mortality from some treatable cancers and
cardiovascular diseases. Maltese people spend the majority of their lives
in good health, with 67 % of life after age 65 spent without chronic
diseases and disabilities, a far higher share than the EU average.
However, the prevalence of diabetes is growing and sociceconomic
inequalities in life expectancy and self-reported health status persist®”.

53 Reglonal Statistics Malta — 2020 Edition, Nalional Statistics Qffice, Malta,

54 OECD/European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies (2019), Malta: Country Heatth Profile 2019, State of Health in the EU, QECD
Publishing, Paris/European Observatory oh Health Systems and Policies, Brussels

55 public Health in Malta 2018-2012 (W manhmarg ).

B8 OECD/Furopean Qbservatory on Health Systems and Policies (2019), Malta: Country Health Profile 2019, State of Health in the EU, DECD
Publishing. Paris/Eurcpean Observatery on Health Systems and Policies, Brussels

57 |big
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Fignye 34, Life expectativie o birili

5.3.5.1.4 Malta recorded one of the largest increases in per capita health
expenditure in the EU over the last decade. Health spending per person
in 2017 was EUR 2 732, more than 60 % higher than in 2007, although
it remains below the EU average. This equates to 9.3 % of GDP, also
below the EU average of 9.8 %. Although the health system provides
practically universal coverage, out-of-pocket spending in 2017 was the
joint fourth highest in the EU (34.6 % compared to an average of 15.8
%), due to high private spending on outpatient services, primary care
and pharmaceuticals®®,

MT 2y

EUR 3 000

EUR 2 000

EUR 1000
2005 20 2017

Fiewre 33, Per capita spending (£ PPP)
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5.3.6 Material Assets

5.3.6.1 Transport routes, public transport, and pedestrian
routes

5.3.6.1.1 Transport Malta is the Authority responsible for the Transport in the
Maitese Islands. Malta has an extensive road network stretching over
2,400 kilometres of road in 2014. Malta also has one of the densest
networks in the world with 762 km of roads in every 100 km? of land
area®. Roads are organised according to their function in Strategic roads
and Supporting roads. Strategic roads consisting of Arterial roads and
Distributor roads represent the backbone of the road network.
Secondary roads (Local Access roads) provide access to the different
localities (). Dual carriageway roads account for 30% of the length of
the Arterial and Distributor network®®,

i) Trve enay
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Figure 36, Roed Hicrarchiy (Sowrce; NTS 2050, Transport Malta).

5.3.6.1.2 Regarding the public transport accessibility by foot, Transport Malta
through the National Transport Strategy for 2050 (NTS 2050} generated
the map below that evidence the walk time between bus stops®’.

59 source; NTS 2050, Transport Malta
80 Jbia
51 g,
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Figare 37, Malie prdlic transport accessibifioy by foot (Sowrce; NTS 2050, Transport Medic) Sociad haseline.

5.3.6.2 Waste Management

5.3.6.2.1 The Waste Management (Landfill} Regulations S.L. 549.29%, are the
national legislation that regulates fandfills and their impact and aim to

5.3.6.2.2 The Landfill Regulations classify landfills into three classes, depending
on the type of waste a landfili is permitted to receive®: Landfili for
Hazardous waste; Landfill for Non-hazardous waste; and Land(fill for Inert
waste.

5.3.6.2.3 The total amount of solid waste generated in Malta during 2019
amounted to 2.7 million tonnes; advancing by 2.6 percent over that
recorded during the previous year. Hazardous waste increased by 34.1
percent or 10,932 tonnes, mainly as a result of higher amounts of
chemical wastes, Likewise, hon-hazardous waste went up by 2.2 percent
or 56,995 tonnes, with mineral waste from construction and demolition
and the organic waste collection from households (classified under
animal and mixed food waste) being the main contributors towards this
increase.

5.3.6.2.4 Waste treatment registered an increase of 30.0 percent or 704,251
tonnes when compared to 2018. This happened mainly due to an

B2 hoe: Aeislating i/ eliisl 549,29 engr pal
63 https://eurlexcuropa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/ Puri=CELEX3%:3A319891L0031
B4 pyips: /e ot miAtopic/iandfll ol waste
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increase, amounting to almost 1.0 million tonnes, in the recycling of
mineral waste from construction and demolition. On the other hand,
backfilling in quarries decreased by 14.6 percent or 205,776 tonnes.
Landfilling and incineration both increased by 54,531 tonnes and 1,102
tonnes respectively, whilst no amounts were recorded for disposal at sea
and energy recovery. From the waste that was sent overseas for
treatment in 2019, 63.0 percent underwent recycling processes and
35.6 percent was landfilled.

5.3.6.2.5 During 2019, the waste input into the Tal-Kus (Gozo) waste transfer
station increased by 3.4 percent or 584 tonnes. Increases of 168
tonnes, 203 tonnes, and 17,191 tonnes were also recorded at the Marsa
Thermal Treatment Facility, the Sant’ Antnin Waste Treatment Plant, and
the Ghallis landfill respectively. Conversely, the input of waste at the
Malta North Mechanical-Biological Treatment plant declined by 12.6
percent or 11,352 tonnes,

5.3.6.3 Cultural heritage, including architectural and
archaeological heritage

5.3.6.3,1 The Superintendence of Cultural Heritage is responsible for the scientific
investigations related to cultural heritage assets found both on land and
at sea. The Superintendence also regulates archaeological evaluations
and monitoring of development works in order to guide on planning
decisions and to safeguard cultural sites throughout ongoing works.
Onsite surveillance of development is carried out by qualified and
competent persons who are registered on the Superintendence of
Cultural Heritage Services Register. The Superintendence keeps full
records of the archaeological documentation resulting from these
investigations. Further details on the procedures and standards required
from the Superintendence are published on the 'Operating Procedures
and Standards for Archaeology Services' {(OPSAS) document. OPSAS
document can be viewed from the below [ink®®,

5.3.6.3.2 Throughout 2020 the Superintendence consolidated its resources on
converting its archaeology site data to spatial data, a key project which
was ihitiated in 2019. The process consists in georeferencing the
locations of known cultural heritage sites that were discovered since the
setting up of the Superintendence (in 2002) as well as during the
duration of its precursor — the Museum’s Department (1903 ~ 2002).
By the end of 2020, 2,292 locations with varying levels of cultural
heritage significance were georeferenced along with 965 sites that are
deemed as ‘non-discovery sites’. Non-discovery sites are sites were
some archaeological surveillance was carried out by the
Superintendence but in which no archaeological discoveries were made.

65 hilgsi//culinrg. goymblen/ouituraihertage/ Pades/CulluratHortageSune lance. asox
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5.3.6.3.3 The geo-referenced information is uploaded through a GIS platform onto
a map of the Maltese Islands, to provide a visual representation of the
location and distribution of sites of cultural significance. Consequently,
sites which do not show evidence of any discoveries provide information
on distribution patterns when combined with discovery sites.
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Figare 38, Crltural Treritage monumenis, locations on maps, dede oir the mosiumends.
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6 SEA Methodology

6.1.1.1.1 A key part of the SEA Scoping process is the development of the SEA
Framework. The SEA Framework forms the basis for predicting and
assessing the effects arising from the implementation of the AMIF plan.
The Framework will be used to assess the individual options and the
alternative programmes for the plan. An overarching set of SEA
objectives and assessment questions to guide the assessment have been
developed, as shown in the following table. These are linked to the SEA
Directive topics and the key priorities for the Plan. However, the majority
of the parameters are not {inked with the Plan and they are scoped out,
something which means that no SEA indicators can be identified. The
only relevant parameter is Population and Human Heaith which is
affected positively.
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Fahle 8 Propused SEA framewaork,

Biodiversity Protect and enhance biodiversity, s Is the Plan likely to affect the conservation
, flora and priority species, vuinerable habitats status of any SPA, SACs, Ramsar sites, 555I
fauna and habitat connectivity (no foss and or jocally designated sites?

improve connectivity where possible}

«

Wilt the Plan protect and enhance
aquatic and habitats and species,
including freshwater fisheries and chalk
rivers?

B

Will the Plan affect the marine environment,
habitats and species?

&

Is the Plan likely to affect ancient

woodland, Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
habitats and/or protected and BAP

species?

Will the Plan affect any habitats that support
legally protected species or species of
conservation concern?

&

o

Is there potential for contribution to achieving

'favourable’ conservation status or for

creation of new BAP

habitats?

@ s the Plan likely to have an impact on a
current or future Nature Recovery Network?

e Are there any opportunities for habitat

creation or restoration?

e Will the Plan contribute to the loss or gain in
__habitat connectivity?

‘Soil | Protect and enhance the e Will the Plan affect high grade agricultural
functionality, quantity and quality of land?
soils s Will the Plan promote the efficient use of
land?

& Will the Plan prevent soil erosion and retain
soil stocks as a natural resource?

& Will the Plan promote soil health?

& Will the Plan involve use of brownfield or
greenfield land?

e Will the Plan prevent mineral sterilisation?

& Wil the Plan affect soil contamination or
involve remediation?

¢ Is the Plan likely to affect geodiversity?
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Water Incréase resﬂlel;ce z;nd re:iu“‘.:é. flooa & {s the Plan vul;l.erabl.e. to fléod risk?
risk & Will the Plan contribute to the risk of
flooding?

Protect and enhance the quality of the : » Will the Plan affect surface water quality or

water environment and water resources]  quantity?

e Will the Plan affect ground water quality or
quantity?

# Is the Plan likely to contribute to or conflict
with the achievement of WFD objectives?

& Will the Pian affect bathing waters?

» Will the Plan affect raw water quality?

= Will the Plan reduce the flashy nature of
surface waters?

& Will the Plan slow the flow in upper
catchments and reduce soil losses to river

........................ R e Y S e
Air Reduce and minimise air emissions e |s the Plan in an air quality management area
(AQMA)?
S ¢ Will the Plan affect local air quality?
Climatic Reduce embodied and operational ¢ Will the Plan affect carbon or other
Factors carbon emissions greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions?

e Is there potential for the Plan to
incorporate climate mitigation measures
to reduce its carbon footprint, such as
lower embodied carbon or incorporating
renewable energy?

, e} @ W the Plan affect carbon sequestration?
Reduce vulnerability to climate & Is the Plan vulnerable to climate change
change risks and hazards effects?

& Does the Plan include climate resilience

measures?

e Will the Plan create catchment resilience to

Landscape Conserve, protect and enhance ¢ Will the Plan have an effect on the character
landscape, townscape and of the landscape, townscape or seascape,
seascape character and visual including tranquillity and views?
amenity & Will the Plan improve access to the

countryside?
¢ Will the Plan create or improve green

infrastructure which contributes to access to
the landscape?

& Will the Plan protect and enhance designated
[landscapes and featwres?
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Historic
Environment

Conserve, protect and enhance
the historic environment,
including archaeology

Population
and
Human
Health

Assets

Matena; it

Maintain and enhance the health and

wellbeing of the focal community,

including economic and social
wellbeing

Maintain and enhance fourism

and recreation

Minimise resource use and
waste production

Avoid negative effects on built

assets and infrastructure

@

& Will the Plan affect designated or non-
designated historic assets, sites and features?

& Will the Plan affect the setting and/or
significance of a historic asset?

=

Will the Plan affect archaeology (including
unknown archaecology)?

&

Will the Plan affect heritage assets at risk?

@

Will the Plan affect conservation areas or
istoric land townscape ar

Will the Plan allow for economic
development?

&

&

Wil the Plan allow for economic diversity?

Will the Plan have an effect on active
lifestyles?

Will the Plan affect Public Rights of Way?

Will the local communities have been
actively engaged to foster an inclusive
environment and participate in decision
making?

@

L

@

Will the Plan maintain or enhance tourism?

&

Does the Plan improve access to the

natural environment for recreation,

including those living within deprived

areas?

Will the Plan have an effect on freshwater
fisheries for recreational purposes?

Will the Plan have an effect on marine
_fisheries for recreational purposes? B

L]

[}

e Will the Plan reuse existing infrastructure?

e Will the Plan minimise the use of resources?

| @ Will the Plan reduce the production of waste?

@ Will the Plan affect built assets and
infrastructure, including transport
infrastructure?

Frogrammes/Flans for 2021-2027

CT3000/2020
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7 Key environmental
issues and
opportunities

7.1.1.1.1 Determining which SEA topics are relevant to the AMIF plan and which
should be scoped out (if any) is a key stage in the process. The SEA
topics and the scoping determination for each are presented in the
following table. The key issues and opportunities relevant to each topic,
which were identified during the process, are also presented in the table.
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8 Alternatives

8.1.1.1.1 The SEA Directive requires that an assessment must identify the likely
significant effects on the environment of implementing the plan or
programme, and reasonable alternatives taking into account the
objectives and the geographical scope of the plan or programme.

8.1.1.1.2 During the development of the AMIF, feasible alternatives may also be
assessed from an environmental and social viewpoint against the SEA
objectives, including the “do nothing scenario”.
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9 Monitoring

9.1.1.1.1 The Environment Report will include a section that describes how the
success of the AMIF's implementation will be measured with respect to
the SEA objectives, by measuring (monitoring) the significant effects of
the AMIF on the environment.

9.1.1.1.2 The SEA will assess the monitoring arrangements proposed for the AMIF
and may recommend the incorporation of new indicators based on the
relevant environmental issues, objectives, and indicators for the
programming document.

9.1.1.1.3 Again, it is noted that the correlation between indicators for monitoring
and the AMIF objectives may be constrained because indicators may be
affected by other initiatives, including private sector initiatives, other
plans and programmes, and legislative measures that are outside the
scope of the AMIF,
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10 Key findings,
consultation and next
steps

10.1.1.1.1 The AMIF Programme comprises mainly of soft actions regarding the
improvement of asylum and reception conditions, the integration of
migrants and the mitigation of irregular migration. The actions foreseen
include several different actions such as Improvement of health care
services to migrants, provision of material aid to asylum seekers,
interpretation and psychosocial intervention services, enhancing security
in open centres, the procurement of various equipment and educational
material, etc. Based on the nature of these actions no significant
environmental and social impacts are expected by the AMIF Programme.
The only (positive) cumulative impact of the PP is the strengthening of
the local economy mainly due to a series of new jobs envisaged to be
created for the provision of health care services to migrants,
interpretation services, psychosocial intervention services, security
services in Open Centres etc. It is to be noted that no new buildings are
envisaged to be implemented under the AMIF Programme,

10.1.1.1.2 The SEA Screening and Scoping Report will be issued for a consultation
period to the statutory bodies: At this stage, any views would be
welcome on the SEA Screening and Scoping Report including the
following key questions:

1. Are there any additional plans or programmes at the international,
national, regional or local level which have been excluded from the plans
and programmes review, which your organisation thinks are relevant to
the AMIF SEA?

2. Do you have any comments on the baseiine information presented or
any additional baseline information you think would be useful?

3. Do you have any comments on whether the most optimal environmental
way was adopted under the AMIF Programme?

4. Do you have any comments on the proposed SEA objectives, the
assessment carried out, including questions/sub-themes as well as the
outcome and recommendations?

5. Do you have any other comments on the scoping report?
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10.1.1.1.3 Following the consultation period, all consultation responses will be
carefully reviewed and tabulated, and taken into account as far as
possible, Details of how the consultation has been taken into account,
alongside the results of the SEA assessment, will be presented in the
final Screening and Scoping Report.

10.1.1.1.4In case the Screening and scoping report will be screened in, an
environmental report will be prepared.

10.1.1.1.5 The Environmental Report will provide an assessment of the Plan by
outlining the state of the existing environment and predicting how the
environment is likely to change as a consequence of proposed measures.
Mitigation and monitoring measures will also be outlined.

10.1.1.1.6 The information that is proposed to be included in the Environmental
Report, if this is deemed to be necessary, is listed below:

10.1.2 1. Non-Technical Summary

10.1.2.1.1 A non-technical summary will be prepared to summarize key
environmental issues.

10.1.3 2. Introduction

10.1.3.1.1 This section will comprise a brief description of the SEA process in
relation to the AMIF Pian. it will also look at the overall aims and
implications of the SEA for the Strategy.

10.1.4 3. Related Plans and Programmes

10.1.4.1.1 This section of the Environmental Report will describe the policy context
within which the Strategy is being developed and will also detail the
legislation and other new guidance that informs or is informed by the
Plan, including international, European Union, national and other
sources.

10.1.5 4. Summary of Objectives of the Plan

10.1.5.1.1 This section will provide a brief overview of the Strategy and will provide
an outline of the contents, main goals, strategic principles and
objectives.
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10.1.6

5. Summary of the Baseline Environment

10.1.6.1.1 This section of the SEA will provide a description of the current state of
the environment in the study area and the likely evolution of the
environment without implementation of the Strategy. The purpose of this
section is to provide enough environmental baseline data to:

10.1.6.1.1.1
10.1.6.1.1.2
10.1.6.1.1.3

Support the identification of environmental problems;
Support the process of assessing the environmental effects; and

Provide a baseline against which future monitoring data can be
compared.

10.1.6.1.2 The most important environmental parameters that will be investigated
are listed below:

10.1.6.1.2.1.1
10.1.6.1.2.1.2
10.1.6.1.2.1.3
10.1.6.1.2.1.4
10.1.6.1.21.5
10.1.6.1.2.1.6
10.1.6.1.2.1.7
10.1.6.1.2.1.8
10.1.6.1.2.1.9

10.1.6.1.2.1.10

10.1.6.1.2.1.11

Climatic data from available meteorological stations.
Surface waters

Groundwater - hydrogeology

Noise and air

Biodiversity

Waste management

Geology

Seismicity

Soils

Marine Envircnment

Any other Geophysical characteristics that may arise.

10.1.6.1.3 The most important social parameters that will be investigated are
describing in detail below:

10.1.6.1.3.1
10.1.6.1.3.2
10.1.6.1.3.3
10.1.6.1.3.4
10.1.6.1.3.5
10.1.6.1.3.6

Cultural heritage and archaeology

Land use

Local settlements and community services

Transport routes, public transport, and pedestrian routes
Social baseline

Vulnerable groups and migration

10.1.6.1.4 All the previously mentioned data will be included in the following main
baseline categories for SEA:

10.1.6.1.4.1
10.1.6.1.4.2
10.1.6.1.4.3
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10.1.6.1.4.4  Soil;

10.1.6.1.4.5 Water;

10.1.6.1.4.6 Air Quality and Climatic Factors;
10.1.6.1.4.7 Material Assets;

10.1.6.1.4.8  Cultural Heritage including Architectural and Archaeological
Heritage; and

10.1.6.1.4.9  Landscape.

10.1.7 6. Sustainability Criteria

10.1.7.1.1 This section of the Environmental Report will detail the Environmental
Protection Objectives for the SEA. Each Environmental Protection
Objective will be accompanied by corresponding target(s) and
indicator(s). These SEA Objectives have been grouped under the SEA
subject headings, i.e Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna, Population and
Human Health, Soils and Land Use, Water; Air, Climate, Material Assets,
Cultural Heritage, including Architectural and Archaeological Heritage,
and Landscape.

10.1.8 7. Assessment of Alternatives

10.1.8.1.1 Alternatives will be assessed in terms of their potential positive and
negative impacts, and the significance of these impacts on the
environment against the Strategy and SEA objectives. The purpose of
this is to predict and evaluate as far as possible the environmental
effects of the Plan, highlighting any environmental problems that are
likely to arise from the implementation of the Plan.

10.1.8.1.2 Where possible this assessment will be quantitative, with a graphical
output to aid public appreciation and understanding of the implications
of each proposed measure in the Plan.

10.1.8.1.3 The Plan will be assessed via a Basefine Led Assessment. This method
will involve the assessment of each option available in the enactment of
the Plan against each of the following headings/subjects:

10.1.8.1.3.1 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna;
10.1.8.1.3.2  Population and Human Health;
10.1.8.1.3.3 Soils and Land Use;
10.1.8.1.3.4  Water,;

10.1.8.1.3.5 Air;
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10.1.8.1.3.6 Climate;
10.1.8.1.3.7 Material Assets;

10.1.8.1.3.8  Cultural Heritage, including Architectural and Archaeological
Heritage, and

10.1.8.1.3.9  Landscape.

10.1.8.1.4 Each alternative available in the Plan will be assessed in the short,
medium and long term for likely effects, the significance of the effects,
and whether they are positive or negative effects. Other impacts that will
be assessed for significance are secondary effects, cumulative effects,
synergistic effects, temporary and permanent effects, and the inter-
relationship of effects. The scenario of “The Evolution of the Environment
without the Plan” will also be assessed in the same format. This will be
considered the Do-Nothing Scenario.

10.1.8.1.5 All potential positive and negative impacts will be presented individually,
with a text description. In addition, a summary of the overall balanced
potential effect will be presented for each environmental issue area.

10.1.9 8. Mitigation

10.1.9.1.1 This section will outline the mitigation measures envisaged to prevent,
reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant adverse impacts on
the environment due to the implementation of the Programme.

10.1.10 9. Monitoring

10.1.10.1.1 The SEA Directive requires that the significant environmental effects
of the implementation of the Plan are monitored in order to identify at
an early stage unforeseen adverse effects and in order to undertake
appropriate remedial action. This monitoring programme will be based
on the Targets and Indicators established in the SEA Objectives. This
programme will aim to be realistic and achievable, with existing
monitoring arrangements being used where possible.
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11 Annex | - Screening
report

Part A — Plan/Programme (PP} & Responsible Authority (RA)

Title of PP: Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund

Responsible Authority: Office of the Prime Minister

Contact Person: Ms. Maria Pia Pace Position: Director General

Contact Address: 32, House of Catalunya, Trig Marsamxett, Valletta

Email: maria-pia.a.pace@gov.mt Telephone: +356 22957604
Date: 06.10.2021
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Part B — General Information about the Plan/Programme {PP)

Purpose of the Programme: Promotion of the efficient management of migration
flows and the implementation, strengthening, and development of a commeon Union
approach to asylum and immigration

Period Covered by PP: 2021 — 2027

Envisaged updates/modifications: 2021 — 2027

Area covered by the Programme: Malta (the whole country)

Summary of the Programme content: The AMIF is an EU fund that shall be
implemented in Malta (among other EU members) for the programming
period 2021-2027, to promote the efficient management of migration
flows and the implementation, strengthening, and development of a
common Union approach to asylum and immigration. it will contribute to
the achievement of four specific objectives:

s Asylum: strengthening and developing the Common European
Asylum System by ensuring that EU legisiation in this field is
efficiently and uniformly applied;

e Legal migration and integration: supporting legal migration to EU
members in line with the labour market needs and promoting the
effective integration of non-EU nationals;

e Return: enhancing fair and effective return strategies, which
contribute to combating irreguiar migration, with an emphasis on
sustainability and effectiveness of the return process; and

Tender for the Provision of Technical Expertise for SEA (Strategic Environmental Assessment)
Sereening and scaping for the ESIF, JTF, AMIF, BMVI and CAP
Programmes/Plans for 2021-2027

CT3000/2620

Screening & Scoping Report AMIF — Lot 4

Page 72 of 103



» Solidarity: making sure that EU members, which are most affected
by migration and asylum flows, can count on solidarity from other
EU countries.

The four specific objectives that Malta should establish with their
measures are listed below:

Specific Obiective 1: To strenagthen _and develop all aspects of the Common
European Asylum System, including its external dimension

e Provision of Health Care Services to Migrants

e Provision of material aid to asylum seekers

o Interpretation services at the Office of the Refugee Commissioner

o Psychosocial Intervention Services for Beneficiaries of International
Protection and Asylum Seekers Phase 2

s Provision of Security in Open Centres

e Procurement of document and language analysis equipment

o Video to inform immigrants upon arrival of their rights and duties

Specific Objective 2: To strenagthen and develop legal migration to the Member
States in accordance with their economic and social needs, and to promote and
contribute to the effective inteqration and social inclusion of third-country
national

e Project Crossroad

o Developing a Support Section within the Migrant Learners’ Unit.
e Needs analysis on diversity in schools

e Development of a Multicultural and Integration Centre at MCAST
e Translation of education resources for children

e Investing in the digital learning platform

e Embracing Ethnically diverse children

e Accredited training courses in cultural mediation

e Profile Exercise (recordings of a person's psychological and behavioural
characteristics) of the Immigrant in Gozitan Society

Specific Objective 3: To contribute to countering irregular migration, enhancing
effective, safe and dignified return and readmission, as well as to contribute_to
and to promote effective initial reinteqration in third countries
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e Activities of Forced Return

o Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVVR) in the Country of
Origin - RESTART Vi

e Enhancing AVRR and Strengthening Cooperation on Migration
Management between Malta, Countries of Origin and Transit

Specific Objective 4:

o Financial support to cover the transfer between the Member States of
applicants for international protection or beneficiaries of international
protection
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Part C — Applicability of the SEA Regulations

Criterion Yes/No | Explanation

Exemptions — Regulation 4(9)

Is the PP's sole purpose to | No Although this Programme is related
serve national defence or civil to civil emergencies, these are not
emergency? OR the sole purposes of the

Programme. The aim of the AMIF
Programme is to improve asylum
and reception conditions by
ensuring the uniform application of
the Union acquis, and priorities of
the Common European Asylum
System (CEAS) as well as supporting
the capacity of Member's State's
asylum  systems as  regards
infrastructures and services,
integration conditions. This is
envisaged to be done through the
promotion of integration aiming at
the social and economic inclusion of
TCNs, the protection of vuinerable
persons in the context of integration
measures and the active
participation in and their acceptance
by the receiving society, countering
irregular migration by ensuring a
uniform application of Union acquis,

suppeorting assisted voluntary
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return, and strengthening

cooperation with third countries.

administrative provisions?

Is this a financial or budget | No The AMIF  Programme is a

PP? Programme co-financed by the
Eurcpean Community.

Qualification of PP - Regulation 3

Is the PP subject to|Yes The AMIF Programme is being

preparation and/or adoption prepared by the GStrategy and

by a national, regional, or implementation Division within the

local authority? OR Office of the Prime Minister.

Is the PP prepared by an | Yes Approval of the AMIF Programme by

authority  for adoption the Cabinet will be sought.

through legislative procedure

by Parliament or

Government? AND

Is the PP required by | Yes According to Article 21 of

legislative, regulatory, or Regulation EU 2021 /1060 of the

European Parliament and of the
dated 24 June 2021,

Member States shall

Council
prepare, in
cooperation with the partners
Article 8(1),

implement the

referred to in
programmes to
Funds for the period from 1 January
2021 to 31 December 2027.

The AMIF Programme is being drawn

up to fulfil this obligation.
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Regulations 4(1) to 4(4)

The SEA Regulations require that a strategic environmental assessment, in

accordance with regulations 5 to 10, shall be carried out by the responsible

authority for PPs referred to in sub-regulations 4(2} to 4(4) which are likely to
have significant environmental effects, as follows:

(i) Regulation 4(2) identifies PPs that are already considered to have a
significant environmental effect. Moreover, Regulation 4{2)(b) requires
limison with the Environment and Resources Authority (ERA)} as the
authority responsible for the Habitats Directive and protection of Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs).

(i} Responsible authorities should determine, in line with the provisions of
the SEA Reguliations, whether PPs identified in Regulations 4(3) to 4(4)
are likely to have significant environmental effects [also see Regulation
4(5) below].

Regulation 4(2) — SEA required automatically

Is the PP prepared for|No The Programme shall focus on
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, improving asylum and reception
energy, industry, transport, conditions, promoting integration
waste management, water and countering irregular migration
management, through a number of measures such
telecommunications, tourism, as the provision of Health Care
town and country planning or Services to Migrants, the provision
land use? AND of material aid to asylum seekers,

enhancing security in Open Centres,
the development of a Multicultural
and Integration Centre at MCAST,
the translation of education
resources  for  children and
accredited training courses in
cultural mediation. Other initiatives

include measures aimed at dignified
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return and readmission, and

Strengthening  Cooperation  on
Migration between

Malta,

Management
Countries of Origin and
Transit. As outlined above, none of
these objectives as well as measures
are related with the sectors in

guestion.

Does the PP set the
framework for future
development consent of
projects listed in Annexes |
and Il to the EIA Directive
(85/337/EEC — as updated
by Directive 2014/52/EU)?
[These

transposed as Schedule 1 in

Annexes are

the national EIA Regulations]
OR

No

The Programme focuses on the
asylum and reception conditions, the
integration conditions, on
countering irregular migration and
solidarity through a number of
measures such as the development
of a Multicultural and Integration
Centre at MCAST, the translation of
educational resources for children
and accredited training courses in
cultural mediation as well as

activities aimed at readmission,

strengthening  cooperation  on

migration management between
Malta, Countries of Origin and
Transit and humanitarian

admission/resettlement.

Annex | or Annex Il projects of the
EIA Directive refer to interventions
that are envisaged to affect the
environment, which does not seem
to be the case of the prementioned

measures,
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Will the PP, in view of its
likely effect on sites, require
an assessment (Appropriate
Assessment) under Articles 6
or 7 of the Habitats .Directive
(92/43/EEC)?

No

Due to the soft nature of the AMIF
actions (for instance, the provision of
Health Care Services to Migrants, the
procurement of document and

language  analysis equipment,

enhancing  the  provision  of
information to immigrants upon
arrival of their rights and duties,
developing a Support Section within
the Migrant Learners’' Unit, needs
analysis on diversity in schools,
translation of educational resources
for children, investing in digital
learning platform and enhancing
AVRR as well as strengthening
cooperation on migration

management hetween Malta,
Countries of Origin and Transit), an
Appropriate Assessment (AA) is not
expected to be required, since
habitats will unlikely be affected by

any PP actions.

Regulation 4{3) — Applied only for PPs referred in 4(2)

Does the PP in 4(2)
determine the use of smalil

areas at a local fevel? OR

This section is for those programmes
which require a SEA automatically as
per section 4{2) above. Based on the
information provided above, the
AMIF Programme does not require a

SEA automatically.

Is it a minor modification of a

PP referred to in 4{2)?
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Regulation 4(4) — Applied only for PPs not referred in 4(2)

Is the PP, which set the
framework for future
development consent of
projects, likely to have a
sighificant effect on the

environment?

No

Further to the analysis of the
initiatives foreseen under the AMIF
Programme, including the ones
outlined above, will not be required
any future development consent of
projects. The measures are in the
sector of provision of services, which
means that no further projects as
works will derive from their
implementation. This leads to the
conclusion that no impacts on the

environment are expected.

In addition, no new buildings are

foreseen under the AMIF

Programme.
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Part D — Determining the Likely Significance of Effects on the Environment
referred to in Regulation 4(5) (Schedule [l

Reguiation 4(5) - Applied for PPs referred to in 4(3) and 4(4)

Criteria Likely to have | Explanation on the significant
significant environmental effects (both
environmental | positive and negative)
effects?

Yes/No

Characteristics of the PP

The degree to which the | No No infrastructural projects are
PP sets a framework for foreseen under the AMIF
projects and other Programme.

activities, either  with
regard to the location,
nature, size and operating

condition; or by allocating

resources.
The degree to which the | No It is not expected that the
PP influences other plans Programme will significantly |
and programmes influence  other plans and
including those in a programs mainly due to its
hierarchy. nature. However, potential

synergies with other
programmes, particularly the
ESF+ programme may be
possible. The ESF+ Programme
has the objective of
strengthening  capacities in
sectors such as employment,

education, health and social
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sectors, with the objective of
improving and adapting services
to new and emerging needs. The
programme includes the
following five (B) priorities:
Priority

1: Enhancing employability and
labour market resilience; Priority
2: Fostering active inclusion for
all; Priority 3: Quality and
inclusive education and
enhanced lifelong learning for
growth; Priority 4: Addressing
material deprivation,; and
Priority 5: Technical Assistance.
ESF+  resources will  be
mobilised to target the needs of
vulnerable, disadvantaged and
marginalised groups in a direct
manner, particularly chiidren,
persons at risk of poverty,
exclusion and material
deprivation, persons with a
disability, as well as youths and
foreign nationals, in order to
foster inclusion and integration.
The programme will also
improve, modernise and
increase the accessibility of
educational provision,
strengthen efforts to retain

strong and stable employment
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levels, as well as promote new
employment opportunities,

including reducing the gender

pay gap.

Based on the above, synergies
between the AMIF Programme
and the ESF+ Programme are

possible.

The relevance of the PP
for the integration of
environmental

considerations in
particular with a view to
promoting sustainable

development.

No

As mentioned above, the
Programme focuses oh
improving asylum and reception
conditions, promoting
integration, countering irregular
migration and solidarity and
responsibility sharing through a
number of measures. None of
the above activities are deemed
to be relevant with regard to the
integration of environmental
considerations, in particular the
sustainable

promotion of

development.
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Environmental problems

relevant to the PP,

No

As outlined above, the foreseen
activities under the AMIF
Programme, such as the
provision of Health Care
Services to Migrants and of
material aid to asylum seekers,
the procurement of document
and language analysis
equipment, the provision of
information to immigrants upon
arrival of their rights and duties,
embracing ethnically diverse
children, dignified readmission
and strengthening cooperation
on Migration Management
between Malta, Countries of
Origin and Transit, are unlikely

to cause any environmental

problems,

The relevance of the PP
for the implementation of
community legislation on
the environment {(eg. PPs
linked to waste
management or water

protection).

No

None of the Programme
activities outlined above is
relevant for the implementation
of community legislation on the

environment.

Characteristics of the effects and area likely to be affected
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The probability, duration, | No The AMIF is not expected to have
frequency, and reversibility environmental impacts.

of the effects.
A positive impact of the
Programme is the increase of the
number of jobs due to a series of
activities  foreseen  including
provision of health care services to
migrants, interpretation services,
psychosocial intervention services,
security services in Open Centres
etc, although this is not related to

the environment as such.

The cumulative nature of the | No The AMIF is not expected to have
effects. any environmental impacts and
therefore no cumulative effects in

this regard are envisaged.

It should be noted that a positive
cumulative  impact of the
Programme is the strengthening
of the local economy (mostly the
tertiary sector e.g.,
accommodation,  supermarkets)
due to a series of new jobs to be
created for provision of health
care services to  migrants,
interpretation services,
psychosocial intervention services,

security services in Open Centres
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etc, although this is not reiated to

the environment,

The transboundary nature of | No The AMIF is not expected to have
the effects. transboundary impacts due to the

nature of the actions foreseen.

The risks to human health or | No The AMIF is not expected to have
the environment (eg. due to adverse impacts on human health
accidents). and the environment (e.g., due to

accidents). On the contrary, the
actions foreseen under health care
and security of open centres shall

aim at reducing any negative

impacts.
The magnitude and spatial | No Based on the interventions
extent of the effects foreseen under this Programme,
{geographical area and size the Programme itseif is not
of the population likely to expected to affect any of the
be affected). environmental objectives in a

negative way, noting also that
there is no correlation with the
majority of them. Some of the
foreseen measures are envisaged
to affect the population of the
local societies positively due to
the strengthening of public health
services, such as the provision of
heaith care services to migrants
and of material aid to asylum
seekers as well as psychosocial
intervention services, diversity in

schools, embracing ethnically
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diverse children and accredited

training courses in  cultural
mediation.

In view of the above, the AMIF
Programme is not expected to
have any environmental impacts

either at the local or national level,

The value and vulnerability | No The AMIF is not expected to have
of the area likely to be environmental impacts either at
affected due to: the local or national level due to
[) Special natural special natural characteristics or
characteristics or cultural heritage, exceeded
cultural heritage environmental quality standards
I} Exceeded or limit values and intensive land
environmental quality uses. As mentioned above the
standards or  limit only (positive) impact is the
values increase of the jobs mainly due to
) Intensive land use the actions of provision of health
care services to  migrants,
interpretation services,
psychosocial intervention services,
security services in Open Centres

etc.
The effects on areas or | No The activities foreseen under the

fandscapes  which  have

recoghized national,
community or international

protection status.

AMIF  Programme, as outlined
above, are not expected to have
environmental impacts on
recoghized national, community

or international protection status.
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Part E — Summary of Environmental Effects

The AMIF is a Programme comprising mainly of soft actions concerning the
improvement of asylum and reception conditions, the integration of migrants,
the mitigation of irregular migration and solidarity and fair sharing of
responsibility. The actions foreseen include several different actions such as
enhancing health care services to migrants, the provision of material aid to
asylum seekers, the provision of interpretation and psychosocial intervention
services, strengthening security in open centres, procurement of various
equipment and educational material, etc. Based on the nature of these actions
no significant environmental impacts are expected by the AMIF Programme. The
only (positive) cumulative impact of the Programme concerns the strengthening
of the local economy due to a series of new jobs to be created for the provision
of health care services to migrants, interpretation services, psychosocial
intervention services, security services in Open Centers etc.

Taking into account the assessment carried out by EMDP Ltd as well as the
outcome of the consultation process, a SEA is not required because the AMIF
Programme is unlikely to have significant environmental effects. In this regard,
neither a full scoping exercise nor an environmental assessment are deemed

necessary.

Part F — Screening Outcome

Following the screening, as required under the Strategic Environmental
Assessment regulations, including all required consuitations, the RA is of the
view that:

[ ] A SEA is required because the PP fails under the scope of regulation
4(2)

]:] A SEA is required because the PP falls under the scope of regulation
4(3) and is likely to have significant environmental effects

[ ] A SEA is required because the PP falls under the scope of regulation
4(4) and is likely to have significant environmental effects

A SEA is not required because the PP is unlikely to have significant
environmental effects
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13 Annex lll — Consultation

13.1.1.1.1 The AMIF Programme is an EU Programme which shall be implemented
in Malta under the 2021-2027 programming period. The AMIF
Programme shall address asylum, legal migration, integration, return and
solidarity. Although this Programme does not fall under the scope of
Directive 2001/42/EC directly, a Strategic Environmental Assessment
has been commissioned to ensure that the measures envisaged under
such Programme do not impinge upon the environment.

13.1.1.1.2 As part of the SEA process, the stakeholder engagement was launched
in line with the Strategic Environmental Assessment Regulations.

13.1.1.1.3 The schedule of the consultation procedure adopted was as follows:

i. 23/09/2021;
¢ The consultation process was launched by EMDP Ltd.

i,  27/09/2021;
¢ Online meetings were proposed with the Stakeholders
to present an overview of the Screening process,
however, this was postponed to 30/9/2021 further to
liaison with the stakeholders.

i,  30/09/2021,
¢ Two stakeholders submitted feedback by the 30" of
September 2021 (MAFA and MFH).

iv. 05/10/2021;
¢ Any pending feedback was received by 5% October
2021.

13.1.1.1.4 The stakeholders that were invited were the following:
13.1.1.1.4.1 the Environmental and Resources Authority (ERA)

13.1.1.1.4.2  the Regulator for Energy and Water Services
13.1.1.1.4.3  the Ministry of Health
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13.1.1.1.4.4  the Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture and the Agriculture
Directorate within the Ministry for Agriculture, Food, Fisheries, and
Animal Rights

13.1.1.1.5 The following queries were to be addressed:

13.1.1.1.5.1 Are there any additional plans or programmes at the international,
national, regional or local level which have been excluded from the
plans and programmes review and which your organisation thinks
are relevant to the AMIF SEA?

13.1.1.1.5.2 Do you have any comments on the baseline information presented
or any additional baseline information you think would be useful?

13.1.1.1.5.3 Do you have any comments on whether the most optimal
environmental approach was adopted under the AMIF
Programme?

13.1.1.1.5.4 Do you have any comments on the proposed SEA objectives, the
assessment carried out, including qguestions/sub-themes, as well as
the outcome and recommendations?

13.1.1.1.55 Do you have any other comments on the reports?

13.1.1.1.6 An online meeting to present an overview of the Programme, as well as
the process undertaken by EMDP Ltd and Exergia SA so far, was held
on 30" of September 2021 at 10:15 am (Malta time). By the 30" of
September 2021, as MAFA already sent the feedback, ERA and MFH

were the entities present on the consultations held where the
participants were as follows:

13.1.1.1.6.1 For the Environmental and Resources Authority (ERA);

e Dennis Kasap, Team Manager, Strategic Assessment -
Environmental Assessment

e Abigail Debono, Environment Protection Officer -
Environmental Assessment

13.1.1.1.6.2  For the Ministry for Health;
e Joseph Abela, Programme Implementation

e Andrew Cachia, Assistant Director, Programme
Implementation

13.1.1.1.6.3 For the SID within the Office of the Prime Minister;

e Daniella Sammut, Programme Manager EU Funds
13.1.1.1.6.4  For Exergia;
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13.1.1.1.7 For EMDP;

]

George Paraskevopoulos, Environmental Engineer,
MSc, MBA

[raklis Panagiotakis, Environmental Engineer, MSc,
PhD

Maria Politi, Environment Consultant

Giovana Pedrol de Freitas, Environmental Executive

Danielle Sousa, Environmental Executive

13.1.1.1.8 The scope of this presentation was to present the main characteristics
of the programme and its main environmental aspects. Based on the
presentation none of the measures proposed is expected to have
significant environmental and social impacts. Taking such measures into
consideration, the recommendation is that a full environmental report is
not necessary. The feedback received by the DAs is outlined below:

13.1.1.1.9The Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture and the Agriculture
Directorate within the Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries, Food and
Animal Rights, responded via email that it had no comments for the
Programme (attached as Appendix A).

13.1.1.1.10 The Ministry for Health informed that the Ministry did not have any
comments at this stage (attached as Appendix B).

13.1.1.1.11 Furthermore, the Regulator for Energy and Water Services (REWS)
responded via email that it had no comments in this regard (attached as

Appendix C).

13.1.1.1.12 The Environmental and Resources Authority (ERA) concluded that the
‘measures proposed by the Programmes are generally very broad and
‘soft’ in nature, related to the provision of services, hands-on training,
etc., without requiring any additional infrastructural works. In this regard,
ERA considers that strategically these programmes are unlikely to have
a significant adverse impact on the environment. Nevertheless, certain
projects might require further in-depth analysis at the project level.
ERA’s feedback is being attached as Appendix D,

13.1.1.1.13 Considering that the stakeholder consultation procedure has been
completed, and given that no adverse remarks have been made on the
AMIF report as well as its conclusions and recommendations, no changes
are required to the draft report.

Screening & Scoping Report AMIF — Lot 4

Tender for the Provision of Technical Expertise for SEA (Strategic Ervironmental Assessment)
Screening and scoping for the ESIF, ITF, AMIF, BMVI and CAP
Programmes/Plans for 2021-2027

CT3000/2020

Page 103 of 103






