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The Monitoring Committee:

• The role of the Monitoring Committee (MC) is to satisfy itself as to the effectiveness
and quality of the implementation of the Operational Programme, in accordance
with Article 49 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 and Article 113 of EMFF Regulation
508/2014.

• The Monitoring Committee shall meet once a year and shall review the
implementation of the programme and progress made towards achieving its
objectives, in line with Article 110 of the Regulation (EU) 1303/2013.

• The Monitoring Committee shall be updated on financial data, common and
programme-specific indicators, including changes to the value of result indicators
and progress towards quantified target values and the milestones defined in the
performance framework.
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[i] Calls for Proposals



• Since 2016, a total of 30 operations [including Technical Assistance] have been 
selected for co-financing, out of which 20 operations are fully completed. 

Evaluation & Summary of Calls Issued (2016-2020)

Project Selection Committee – Fact Sheet

Date of First Meeting 1st June 2016

Number of Meetings Held 51

Number of Clarification Letters Issued 25

Number of Projects Ranked and Recommended for Approval 30

Summary of Calls Issued (2016-2020)

Number of Calls Issued 34

Number of Calls Awarded 30

Number of Closed Projects 20

Number of Ongoing Projects 10



[ii] EMFF Operations 



Union Priority 1:  Article 29 

Operation EMFF 1.4.1 
Training for Fishers



Union Priority 1:  Article 39 

Operation EMFF 1.16.1 

A scientific study to improve gear selectivity



Union Priority 1: Article 43.1 

Operation EMFF 1.23.1

The Construction and Finishing of an 
office on the Fish Landing Site in the 

Marsaxlokk Designated Port



Union Priority 1:  Article 43.1 

Operation EMFF 1.23.2 

Refurbishment and upgrading 
of slipways in the port of 

Marsaxlokk



Union Priority 1: 
Article 43.1 

Operation EMFF 1.23.3 

Construction of a 
breakwater at Qrejten 

point in the port of 
Marsaxlokk

Works on site during the initial 
project phase



Operation
EMFF 1.23.3 
continued/ii 

Completed 
works as at 
inauguration in 
January 2021



Union Priority 1:  
Article 43.1 

Operation EMFF 1.23.5

Upgrading of the Fisheries 
Infrastructure in Gozo

Deliverables ready for usage by the Gozitan fishing community



Union Priority 1:  
Article 43.1 

Operation EMFF 1.23.6 

Upgrading of Mġarr 
Gozo and Marsaxlokk 

Malta Fishing Ports

Interim phase works at Mġarr Gozo Completed works at Mġarr Gozo



State of the Marfa quay prior to commencement of works

Works on site during the initial component phase

Operation EMFF 1.23.6 continued/ii 



Union Priority 2: 
Article 47 

Operation EMFF 2.1.1

Development of new, innovative aquaculture technologies and the facilitation of knowledge transfer 



Union Priority 2: 
Article 48.1 a-d, f-h 

Operation EMFF 2.2.1

Productive aquaculture investments at 
Pisciculture Marine de Malte Ltd.

Construction in Greece and delivery of an 
aquaculture work boat



Union Priority 2: 
Article 48.1 e, i, j

Operation EMFF 2.3.1 

Productive investment in non-food 
aquaculture using RAS in 
AquaBioTech Group

Deliverables revolving around the Recirculation Aquaculture System [RAS]



Union Priority 3 

Article 76 
Control & Enforcement

Operation (e)



Union Priority 3 

Article 76 
Control & Enforcement

Operation (f)



Union Priority 3 

Article 76 
Control & Enforcement

Operation (j)



Union Priority 3 

Article 77 
Data Collection



Union Priority 5: Article 68 

Operation EMFF 4.3.1

Nesploraw Flimkien it-
Teżori tal-Baħar!



Union Priority 6: Article 80.1 c)   
Operation EMFF 8.3.1 

Marine environmental monitoring: towards 
effective management of Malta's marine 

waters



Union Priority 6: Article 80.1 c)   
Operation EMFF 8.3.1 

Marine environmental monitoring: towards 
effective management of Malta's marine 

waters



▪ Challenges encountered

o Delivery delays could still be felt due to the negative impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

o Several beneficiaries experienced an increase in prices due to the
Ukraine-Russia War, making budgetary planning difficult.

▪ Infringements
o The Infringement on the shortcomings detected in the control system

over Bluefin Tuna (BFT) farms and related activities was lifted in July
2022.



• Following circulation of the draft Annual Implementation Report,
which was accepted by the Monitoring Committee via written
procedure, the report was submitted to the European
Commission on 30th May 2022 and was subsequently found
admissible by the Commission on 25th July 2022.

Annual Implementation Report



[iii] Financials 



3 SOEs completed for accounting year ending 30th June 2022

o 1 payment application amounting to €1,115,430.03 (EU Share) was
submitted to EC on 22nd November 2021

o 1 payment application amounting to €295,181.82 (EU Share) was
submitted to EC on 24th January 2022

o 1 payment application amounting to €586,430.85 (EU Share) was
submitted to EC on 30th June 2022

- 45 documentary OTS checks were conducted in accounting year 1st July 2021 –
30th June 2022.

Statement of Expenditures undertaken in 2021 and in 2022 –
Accounting Year 1st July 2021 – 30th June 2022



Statement of Expenditures undertaken in 2022 –
Accounting Year 1st July 2022 – 30th June 2023

2 SOEs completed until December 2022 for accounting year ending 30th

June 2023

o 1 payment application amounting to €868,065.61 (EU Share) was
submitted to EC on 21st November 2022

o 1 payment application amounting to €1,060,349.91 (EU Share) was
submitted to EC on 27th December 2022

- 39 documentary OTS checks were conducted (till December 2022) for
accounting year 1st July 2022 – 30th June 2023.



State of Play: OP Allocation  
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Funds Committed

Union Priority 
Approved 

Allocation in the OP 

% of EMFF Funds 
committed through 
approved projects

UP1 13,480,342
13,604,708.01 

(100.92%)

UP2 1,482,706
1,519,322.19

(102.46%)

UP3 10,240,997
9,264,709.91 

(90.46%)

UP5 250,000
248,501.35

(99.4%)

UP6 1,814,042
1,784,477
(98.37%)

• Figures refer to 
public eligible 
amount 



UP1 UP2 UP3 UP5 UP6

Paid as at end December 2022 €13,511,983.38 €844,353.83 €7,004,117.76 €248,501.35 €1,784,477.00

2022 Committed Funds €13,604,708.01 €1,519,322.19 €9,264,709.91 €248,501.35 €1,784,477.00

OP Allocation €13,480,342.00 €1,482,706.00 €10,240,997.00 €250,000.00 €1,814,042.00
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Progress towards EMFF OP Allocation

Paid as at end December 2022 2022 Committed Funds OP Allocation



Update on the Performance Framework



Progress made towards 2018 & 2023 

Performance Framework Milestones & Targets

Output 
Achieved -
Operations

2023 Output 
Planned -

Operations

Financials Achieved -
Paid

Financials Achieved -
Certified

2023 Financials 
Planned

UP1 12 10 13,511,982.07 €10,955,333.91 €13,480,342

UP2 3 2 €844,353.83 €844,353.83 €1,482,706

UP3 12 13 €7,004,117.76 €5,772,598.86 €10,240,997

UP5 1 1 €248,501.35 €248,501.29 €250,000

UP6 1 1 €1,784,477 €1,784,477 €1,814,042

Total 29 27 €23,393,432.01 €19,605,264.89 €27,268,087

• Figures refer to the public eligible amount
• Figures as at end December 2022



UP1 UP2 UP3 UP5 UP6

Committed Operations as at December 2022 12 3 12 1 1

2023 Output Indicators 10 2 13 1 1
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Progress towards EMFF Performance Framework Output Targets 

Committed Operations as at December 2022 2023 Output Indicators
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UP1 UP2 UP3 UP5 UP6

2023 Financial Targets 13,480,342 1,482,706 10,240,997 250,000 1,814,042

2022 Certified Funds 10,955,334 884,354 5,772,599 248,501 1,784,477

2022 Committed Funds 13,604,708 1,519,322 9,264,710 248,501 1,784,477

Progress towards EMFF Performance Framework Financial Targets

2023 Financial Targets 2022 Certified Funds 2022 Committed Funds



- As at today, EUR 28,155,658.46 (total public eligible) were committed out of the
total contribution of EUR 29,002,027 (including Technical Assistance). This
amounts to circa 97.08% of total public eligible allocated Funds.

Update on OP Commitments



Forecast of N+3

- N+3 target for 2022 - As at 1st January 2022 [EU Share] the n+3 target was €4.61m
and reduced to €0.25m (net of pre-financing flexibility). Considering certified
expenditure amounting to €2.81m during Financial Year 2022 and taking into
account the pre-financing flexibility (part of), Malta has reached the n+3 target for
Allocation Year 2019.

- N+ 3 target for 2023: As at 1st January 2023, n+3 target for Allocation Year 2020 is
€6.34m. Being the Final Accounting Year, initial and annual pre-financing must be
cleared against certified expenditure to be declared at the latest, in the Final
Application for Payment to be submitted by the 31st July 2024.

- This means that €6.34m in EU funds remain to be certified in 2023/2024 in order to
absorb 100% of Malta’s allocation in the EMFF Programme.



[iv] Communication & Publicity Activities



Publicity obligation 

A detailed article showcasing success 
stories from the EMFF Operational 
Programme was published in September 
and October 2022 inside the Bizzilla
onboard magazine. The latter is distributed 
on all Air Malta flights. Issuance during the 
end of summer travel peak was intended to 
maximise catchment.

Launching of new website: www.fondi.eu



Publicity event 

The presence of the Managing Authority’s 
personnel at the first edition of the AgriFair 
in April 2022, organised by the Ministry for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal Rights, 
with the aim to promote local produce etc. 
within the agricultural and fisheries 
sectors. 



[v] EMFF Database System



▪ The European Maritime and Fisheries Fund System has been launched in year
2016;

▪ So far 48 active users;

▪ 1663 claims for payment have already been processed. These include
Technical Assistance;

▪ Further updates to the system are envisaged.



[vi] Simplified Cost Options



In 2021 the Managing Authority, with the help of technical expertise, undertook
studies in relation to the introduction of Simplified Cost Options (SCOs) to be used
under the EMFAF

SCOs to cover principally:
▪ The reimbursement of staff costs related to the data collection and control

projects;
▪ The reimbursement costs relating to Research and Technical Personnel in

research and development and innovation projects;
▪ The reimbursement costs relating to expert fees.

▪ Some proposals already submitted to the Internal Audit and Investigations
Department (IAID) with others in the process and are in line with the Common
Provisions Regulation (CPR) 14-20 (CPR14-20) Article 68a), as well as the new CPR
2021/1060 for the new programming period 2021-2027.
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